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H olly Raschein, State 
Representative for District 
120, presented the keynote 

adress at the monthly membership 
meeting on May 23rd. 

She opened with a shout out to 
the chamber for their part in getting 
Key West businesses up “rocking and 
rolling” so quickly after Hurricane Irma 
in September of 2017. Her enthusiasm 
for the chamber and for the businesses 
it represents won her warm applause as 
she began her remarks.

She summed up the successes 
of the 2018 legislative session so far. 
Many items had to do with efforts 
since Hurricane Irma.

“Affordable housing was a serious 
problem in our community prior to last 
year’s hurricane but now, it is a crisis. 
That is why it was so important for me 
to bring state funding back to Monroe 
County to further incentivize the 
development of affordable housing from 
Key Largo to Key West. This year, I was 

able to secure an additional $15 million 
in funds through the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporations’ State Apartment 
Incentive Loan Program (SAIL).”

Regarding hurricane recovery she 
said, “I was proud to work closely with 
the Key West Chamber this year to 
include a disaster property tax rebate 
in this year’s tax package. This rebate 
will provide much needed relief to 
those Monroe County residents whose 
homes were substantially damaged or 
destroyed during Hurricane Irma.”

Any mention of tax cuts drew 
applause from members. Raschein 
reported that the Legislature this year 
passed almost $170 million in tax 
cuts including a back-to-school tax 
holiday and a disaster preparedness 
sales tax holiday and a reduction in 
the business rent tax.

“Continuing to reduce the 
business rent tax this legislative 
session was another win for our 
small business community. We are 

Message from President Suzanne Moore

S o the school year is 
at an end and we 
are heading into 

the summer months. Last 
week I had the privilege 
of going to class night 
and awarding four Key 
West senior students 
with scholarships from 
the chamber. Thank you 
to our chamber members 

who make this possible every year. It’s amazing to 
see all the awards that these students receive from 
our local community as they get recognized for all 
their hard work, not just this year but for their en-
tire high school career. 

For many of us the end of the school year is 
a welcomed break from the early morning rush 
to school, long work days, after school activities, 
homework with our kids, projects and assignments, 
the list is endless.  Sometimes the parents are just 
as excited about the summer break as the kids. I’m 
always excited for the summer as I get to do a little 
traveling and visit family, decompress after a busy 
season and recharge the batteries. But I love the 
months of June and July here in Key West as there 
is nothing like the boating and the ocean right here 
on our door step. One of my favorite things to do is 
load up the coolers, gas the boat and head out with 
friends for a day on the beautiful keys ocean. So this 

State representative holly raschein 
Speaks at the may Luncheon

continued on page 34

continued on page 3 4

State Representative of District 120, Holly Raschein poses with Chamber 
President Suzanne Moore after Raschein delivered the keynote address at the 
May 23rd member’s luncheon at the Marriot Beachside.
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Ernest Hemingway
House Museum

907 Whitehead Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-1136

La Concha
Crowne Plaza

430 Duval Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-296-2991

Horan & Higgins, L.L.P.
608 Whitehead Street
Key West, FL 33040

(305)294-4585

The Chamber Chowder Heartily Thanks These Businesses for Their Generous Support of this Issue of the Newsletter

Porter Allen
Insurance Company
513 Southard Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-2542

Old Town Key West 
Development

201 Front Street, Suite 301
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-3225

Click to connect with the Chamber on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, or Instagram

Sharing Her Dream

F irst, Sarah Dolson made her own 
dream come true when she moved 
from Michigan to Key West in 2015, 

and now she is helping others do the same.
As a realtor at Keller Williams Key West 

Compass Realty, she is in the right business, 
helping her customers find the ideal new 
home in paradise. Recently she successfully 
assisted three families from Michigan to make 
the transition to Key West. Like Sarah, they 
simply wanted a warmer climate and very much 
wanted to continue living near lots of water.

“I enjoy helping people find the home of 
their dreams,” she said. 

She specializes in residential real estate and 
is a relocation specialist and distressed property 
specialist. She has been with Keller William two 
and a half years. 

 “I am retired Special Education teacher. 
My family and I followed our dreams to move 
to paradise in 2013. I decided to change careers 
and pursue real estate, I want to help others 

follow their dreams. Whether it be selling or 
buying I am committed to helping my clients 
realize their dreams,” she said.

Sarah credits the chamber networking 
events with giving her a strong start in her new 
real estate career. Through the chamber she has 
met many new clients who have also become 
friends.

Every day is different for Sarah, and she 
wakes up excited to sell someone a house they 
love. The icing on the cake is doing a walk 
through with customers and watching them as 
they picture themselves in that home and start 
talking about how they would decorate it.

“That is exciting, “ Sarah said.
She takes pride in taking care of her 

clients. Sarah credits her 20 years in the Special 
Education field for helping her develop the 
skills of listening and compassion, which help 
her bond with her clients.

“They are near and dear to my heart” she 
said.

Outside of work, Sarah enjoys spending 
time with her family. She is married with 
two children and a grandson. She also enjoys 
working out and of course, networking.

Each month, the Key West Chamber of 
Commerce spotlights a business or professional 
person whose business card is drawn at the 
Business After Hours. This month’s winner 
is Sarah Dolson with Keller Williams Key 
West Compass Realty.

Spotlight Shines on ... Sarah Dolson with Keller Williams Key West Compass Realty
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the only state in the nation that requires this 
type of tax and even though we were only 
able to reduce it a small amount this year, 
it shows the commitment of the legislature 
to slowly shrinking this tax over time and 
putting more money back in the pockets of 
our small business owners.”

The business rent tax break was part of 
a tax cut package that included provisions to 
establish a property tax disaster relief program 
for homeowners who lost their homes or 
suffered severe damage to their homes from 
Hurricane Irma. There was also a provision 
included to offset the property tax losses for 
Monroe County and several other counties in 
next year’s budget.

Other 2018-2019 budget highlights 
included:
•	 Lands Used for Governmental Purpose 

(HB1173) sponsored by Raschein to give 
flexibility to local governments to develop 
affordable housing including the ability 
to purchase lands within areas of critical 
state concern using alternative valuation 
methods and expand the areas where 
Monroe County Land Authority can use 
funds to create affordable housing;

•	 Providing $5.9 million for a new Monroe 
County Emergency Operations Center;

•	The Florida Keys will receive $5 million per 
the Florida Keys Stewardship Act, which is 
part of the Florida Forever land acquisition 
program;

•	 Funds dedicated for the restoration of the 
Everglades. A total of $293 million, which 
includes money for the EAA reservoir and 
the repair of the Herbert Hoover dike;

•	The Agricultural & Natural resources 
budget includes $5 million for water 
quality improvements under the Florida 
Keys Stewardship Act;

•	 $277,650 for the Monroe County mobile 
vessel pump-out service;

•	$500,000 for the Mote Marine’s 
Summerland Key Coral Restoration 
Project;

•	 $1 Million for Lionfish removal efforts;
•	$150,000 to fight the Laurel Wilt 

disease that affects the Redland area 
avocado industry;

•	 $3.9 million to continue the Farm Share 
Program.

Other bills being put forth by the House and 
the Senate include:
•	 Public Safety (SB 7026).  A bill designed 

to stop school shootings. It investigates 
how recent school shootings could have 
been prevented and creates new restrictions 
on gun ownership including raising 
the purchase age to 21 with a three-day 
waiting period. Along the same lines, HB 
1651 makes it clear that written threats to 
conduct a mass shooting (even on social 
media) are illegal.

•	 Florida Keys Community College 
will receive $5 million for classroom 
renovations and a storm shelter and 
$250,000 in gap funding to off-set 
low enrollment after Hurricane Irma. 

In the area of healthcare, Raschein 
explained that District 120 received $250,000 
in funding for the Keys AHEC School Based 
Primary Care Clinics and $100,000 for the 
Monroe County Association of ReMARCable 
Citizens Supported Employment program.

Raschein was the sponsor of House 
Bill 283 to change the volume standards 
that have previously kept the Lower Keys 
Medical Center from meeting the statutory 
level to develop a cardiac program and provide 
Level 1 Catherization service. The bill creates 
an exemption on the volume criteria, so the 
center can offer elective heart procedures that 
will save lives. 

When it comes to the environment, the 
coral reefs won support with HB 53, which 
establishes the Southeast Florida Coral Reef 
Ecosystem Conservation Area to protect the 
coral reef tract from Miami Dade to Palm Beach 
counties with the opportunity to draw federal 
funds to address the coral disease epidemic that 
began in 2014.

The Key West Chamber of Commerce 
thanks our State Representative Holly 
Raschein for her dedication to our 
community and citizens.

 “Holly Raschein” continued from page 1 4

year maybe a little different as our 
boat was destroyed in Hurricane 
Irma, the dock, the boat and boat 
lift got washed away.

But we are rebuilding! Our 
new dock is in and bigger and 
better than ever! We are discussing 
the type of boat that would suit 
our family and our needs and 
well the lift is still laying on the 
grass.  But my point is that we are 
rebounding just like many of you. 
Key West is rebounding. If you 
look at the trends that are posted 
on the chamber website, you will 
see that our cruise ship passenger 
numbers are up over last year. Our 
airport traffic is up with increases 
in passengers in 2017. The airlines 
are excited about Key West and we 
will have direct flights to Newark, 
Chicago and Dallas, making it 
easier for our visitors to get here. 
Our hotels are doing well, many 
of the hotels that got destroyed or 
were damaged last year have rebuilt 
and are back up and running again 
and the average daily rate is very 
comparable to last year. 

There is some chatter out there 
about the upcoming hurricane 
season approaching and what 
will be in store for us this year, 
but instead of worrying about 
what could be, let’s focus on what 
we have achieved over the past 
eight months. We have made 
a tremendous recovery and are 
getting better every day. Check out 
the trends on our website at www.
keywestchamber.org as there is an 
abundance of great information 
there as well as info on upcoming 
chamber events. 

Hope to see you at our next 
monthly meeting or Business 
After Hours!

 President’s Message cont. from page 1 4
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The Key West Chamber of Commerce and Waste Management  
Present the 30th Annual  

“Showcase of Key West Businesses”  
Trade Show at the  

Key West Marriott Beachside Hotel 
 

Wednesday, September 19, 2018
Open from 3:00p.m. to 5:00p.m. for the General Public.

Members only Business After Hours Trade Show 
continuing from 5:30p.m. to 7:30p.m. 

Listen for our future promotions of the show on the radio and in print!

T he Key West Chamber of Commerce offers you an opportunity to showcase your 
business during the Business Trade Show at the Key West Marriott Beachside 
Hotel. Last year as in previous years this highly successful show was sold out, 

with more than 400 people attending making it a fun day for all.  This year’s trade show 
hours will be 3:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with a ½ hour break at 5:00 p.m. to prepare for the 
members only Business After Hours sponsored by the Key West Marriott Beachside Hotel.

We encourage you to participate in this year’s trade show to display the products and 
information your business offers.  As an exhibitor you will receive maximum exposure from 
residents and members of the business community who look forward to this show yearly.  
Don’t forget to provide giveaways as an added attraction resulting in a greater marketing 
exposure for your business.

Booth Sizes Available:  
•	 Oversized Corner Booths

  Located in the four corners of the room, ideal for oversized displays.  The booth space includes a six foot draped table.  $600.00
•	 Extended Wall Booths 

  A limited number of wall spaces with extended space on both sides are available.  *Please contact Chamber for details and pricing.
•	 Standard Wall Booths 

Located along the perimeter of the room, ideal for back drops and free standing displays. The booth space includes a six 
foot draped table, all displays cannot be wider than six feet, and not to extend beyond one foot from the wall.  $475.00

•	 Center Room Booths
  Located in the inside of the room and ideal for table top displays  $375.00

For more information or to reserve your booth contact: Kerry Baker at the Key West Chamber of Commerce
305-294-2587   |   membership@keywestchamber.org   |   510 Greene Street, 1st Floor  |  Key West, FL 33040

 Presented by: Waste Management  Co-sponsored by: OMI/Jacobs

Jacobs
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Welcome New Members!

The Chamber welcomed several new members during the May 23rd luncheon. 
Andrew and Amanda Sir, of Home Services Key West LLC are pictured here 
with Membership Services Committee Chairperson, Kim Works (right).  Not 
pictured were new members from Five Star Claims Adjusting, Hemingway Rum 
Co., Mystical Key Metaphysical Shoppe, and Vesctor Companies, Inc.

Five Star Claims Adjusting
830 91st Street Ocean
Marathon, FL 33050

321-414-4008
www.askanadjuster.com 
Contact: Chelsee Camero

Public Adjusters

Hemingway Rum Co.
201 Simonton Street
Key West, FL 33040 

305-414-8754
www.papaspilar.com 

Contact: Tricia Flannigan 
Beverage Distributor 

Home Services Key West LLC 
1512 Catherine Street
Key West, FL 33040 

305-890-6244
www.homeserviceskeywest.com

Contact:  Drew Sir 
Residential & Commercial Cleaning 

Mystical Key Metaphysical Shoppe
1100 Truman Avenue 
Key West, FL 33040

305-780-7955
www.mysticalkeyshoppe.com

Contact: Monika Wilkins
Retail Metaphysical 

Vestcor Companies, Inc. 
3030 Hartley Road, Suite 310

Jacksonville, FL 32257
904-260-3030

www.vestcor.com 
Contact: Steve Moore

Apartment Development
Sponsored by: John Toppino, Monroe Concrete Products

Cruise Ship Schedule
juNe 2018

6/1	 Carnival	Sensation	 	7:30am-1:30pm
6/2	 No	Ship	
6/3	 Equinox	 	7:00am-5:00pm
6/3	 Majesty	 	1:00pm-7:00pm
6/4	 No	Ship	
6/5	 Carnival	Victory	 	7:30am-1:30pm
6/5	 Norwegian	Sun	 	12:00pm-8:00pm
6/6	 No	Ship	
6/7	 Enchantment	 	9:30am-6:00pm
6/8	 No	Ship	
6/9	 No	Ship	
6/10	 Empress	 	8:00am-5:00pm
6/10	 C.	Paradise	 	11:00am-7:00pm
6/11	 No	Ship	
6/12	 Majesty	 	1:00pm-7:00pm
6/12	 Norwegian	Sun	 	1:00pm-8:00pm
6/13	 No	Ship	
6/14	 Enchantment	 	9:30am-6:00pm
6/15	 Carnival	Sensation	 	7:30am-1:30pm
6/16	 No	Ship	
6/17	 Equinox	 	7:00am-5:00pm
6/17	 Majesty	 	1:00pm-7:00pm
6/18	 C.	Freedom	 	11:00am-7:00pm
6/19	 Carnival	Victory	 	7:30am-1:30pm
6/19	 C.	Dream	 	9:00am-5:00pm
6/20	 No	Ship	
6/21	 No	Ship	
6/22	 No	Ship	
6/23	 No	Ship	
6/24	 Empress	 	8:00am-5:00pm
6/25	 No	Ship	
6/26	 Carnival	Victory	 	7:30am-1:30pm
6/26	 Norwegian	Sun	 	1:00pm-8:00pm
6/27	 Veedam	 	8:00am-5:00pm
6/28	 No	Ship	
6/29	 Carnival	Sensation	 	7:30am-1:30pm	

1/1-8/31	 Key	West	Fishing	Tournament,	fishfinesse@aol.com,	294-8843
6/1-6/30	 Historic	Tours	of	America	Local’s	Month
6/1	 Key	West	Theater	presents:	Patty	Smyth	&	Scandal
6/2	 Battle	in	the	Bay	Dragon	Boat	Festival	–	8:30am	–	Marathon,	

battleinthebaydragonboat.com
6/3	 *Rescheduled**	27th	Annual	Schooner	Wharf	Minimal	

Regatta,	292-3302
6/3	 Locals	Day	at	Key	West	Botanical	Gardens,	296-1504
6/6-10	 Key	West	Pride	2018,	www.keywestpride.org,	292-3223
6/9	 6th	Annual	VFW	Fishing	Tournament,	509-7244
6/16	 Key	West	Botanical	Speaker	Series	&	Native	Plant	Sale	

1:30pm,	296-1504
6/16	 42nd	Annual	Swim	Around	Key	West,	394-5292
6/22-24	 5th	Annual	Mystery	Fest	Key	West,	587-9392
6/30	 FKCC	Swim	Around	Key	West,	aqualb@aol.com,	809-3562
6/30-7/4	 6th	Annual	Key	Lime	Festival

Community Calendar
june 2018
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Key West International Airport Arrivals
January 2013 - April 2018
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United seasonal service Nov-Apr 
started 11/15/2016

Airport closed 9/8‐19/2017 for Hurricane Irma
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Key West Bed Tax Collections
January 2013 - March 2018

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Triangle Properties offline for 
renovation 6/16/13 (519 Beds)
Progressively reopen - 3/2015, 
5/2015, 11/2015, 3/2016

Passenger arrivals to Key West 
International Airport in April 2018 
totaled 40,644.  This is an increase of 
3.4% when compared to April 2017. 

Total passenger arrivals for the four 
months of 2018 was 161,633.  That is a 
2.3% increase over the same period in 
2017.

August 2017's deplanements marked the 
end of the fourteenth straight month of 
steady year over year increases and an all 
time high for August.  The increases in 
February, March and April set records for 
the months, surpassing the high in 2014 
when Southwest was providing service.

A total of  83,309 cruise ship passengers 
disembarked in Key West from 38 ships 
during April 2018.  This is 19.6% higher 
than April 2017, which saw 69,648 
passengers.

For the four months of 2018, cruise ship 
arrivals saw 362,563 passengers 
disembark from 170 port calls.  While port 
calls are up 16.4% so far for 2018, 
passenger counts are up 14.4% over the 
same period in 2017. 

The cruise ship schedule for June to 
August compared to the same three 
months in 2017 is shown below:

Number of Ships  
2017 2018

June 20 22
July 23 24
August 23 19

Source: Key West International Airport
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Source: City of Key West Port Operations

Key West Cruise Ship Passengers 
January 2013 - April 2018

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Port closed 9/6‐22/2017 for Hurricane Irma

Southwest service ends 06/07/14 and 
Silver Airways assumes limited routes

Reported Bed Tax Collections for Key 
West were $2,427,918 for March 2018, 
1.1% lower than in 2017.

According to Smith Travel, March 2018 
occupancy was 93.9%, a 1.4 percentage 
point increase from the March 2017 
occupancy of 92.5%.

The Average Daily Rate (ADR) was 
reported at $368.63 for March 2018, an 
increase of 4% from the ADR of $354.54 
posted in 2017. 

Since Hurricane Irma passed on September 
10, 2017 and caused damage to some 
hotels, the number of rooms available has 
declined in Key West.  The estimated 
number of rooms off-line coming into 
October was 27% in Key West.  The 
number of rooms still off-line in April is 
estimated at 7% in Key West. 

Hurricane Irma 9/10/2017
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 Local Taxes in Review

*Internal transfers, fund balances and non-revenue sources disregarded

$17 million in Property Taxes
$16 million in Sales Taxes
$11 million in Shared Taxes & Grants

$46 million in Charges for Sevices
$9 million in Other Fees
$6 million in Rents

$90 million in Property Taxes

$18 million in Sales Taxes

$31 million in Federal & State funds

$3 million in Charges for Sevices

$0.4 million in Investment Income

$83 million in Property Taxes

$67 million in Sales & Tourist Taxes

$19 million in Shared Taxes & Grants

$79 million in Charges for Sevices

$12 million in Other Fees

While Floridian's enjoy not paying state or local 
income tax, tracking down the taxes that are paid can 
be like herding cats.  Here we try to give our very own 
"Catman" a run for his money.  

The "Bed Tax" on lodging is made up of the Tourist 
Development and the Impact taxes.  Key West 
generates about 55% of the total $34.8 million in 
2017, or  $19.2 million.

The 4 penny Tourist Development Tax on lodging 
funds the Tourist Development Council (TDC).  The 
TDC supports marketing efforts, beach maintenance, 
capital improvements, cultural and local events.   

The 1 penny Tourist Impact Tax on lodging funds ½ 
a penny to the County and ½ a penny to the Land 
Authority (which includes the Key West's portion, as 
allocated based upon location of tax collections).

The 7½ penny Sales Tax is comprised of the State's 
6% tax, the County's 1% Infrastructure Tax, and the 
School District's ½% Capital Improvement Tax.  
Many believe a sales tax is preferable because 
estimates are that about 60% of the $210.9 million in 
revenues for 2017 were paid by tourists. 

The aggregate 3.4149 County Millage Rate is
comprised of levies for general and special purpose 
districts (Mosquito Control), some of which do not 
apply to incorporated areas. Not included in the 
$107.9 million in County property taxes for 2017 are 
the School District and Municipalities, such as Key 
West which are stated separately here.  

The 3.3560 County School District Millage Rate is
composed of a State 1.608 mills portion, a local 
District 1.248 mills portion, and a local District capital 
improvement 0.500 mills portion.  The School District 
relies heavily on property taxes as a percentage of 
total funding, at 63%.

The 2.3466 City of Key West Millage Rate generates 
about the same as the City's share of Sales tax for 
2017. Included in the City's $46 million in Charges for 
Services are disembarkments, dockage, and parking of 
$4.8, $4, $9 million, respectively.
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Major Legislated Taxes Collected in the Florida Keys

Bed tax Sales Tax City of Key West Property Tax MC School Property Tax Monroe County Property Tax

December 2007 ‐ June 2009
Great Recession

April 20, 2010
BP Oil Spill
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4th Penny  Bed Tax 
Implemented June 2009

$19.2
Million

Since 2012 Visitors pay more to sleep than Residents
Key West Bed Tax revenue hits $19.2 million in 2017
versus the City Property Tax levy of $16.6 million 

Source: Monroe County Fiscal 2018 Adopted Budget‐in‐Brief

Source: keysschools.com, Tentative Budget 2017‐2018

Source: cityofkeywest‐fl.gov, Fiscal Year 2017‐18 Budget

Source: FL DOR; Monroe County Tax Collector
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Key West Business Environment vs. Florida & the U.S.

Tourists still coming Key West Business Outlook

●  Floridian's confidence in the U.S. economy fell 13.6 pts in Q1 to 90.4
●  National survey sees average growth to be 2.9% for 2018

●  With 21% of Key West businesses reporting increased revenues, this was lower than national results of 54%
●  Floridian's Consumer Sentiment fell in Q1 to 98.1 in April, down 1.7 points from January's reading

Compensation & Wages

●  With 56% of Key West businesses reporting increasing wages during the first quarter 2018, this is the same as the national survey net results of 55%
         (National results are up 7 points from the fourth quarter, while Key West results are up 16 points)
●  U.S. Personal disposable income adjusted for taxes and inflation rose 3.4% compared with 1.1% in the fourth quarter
●  U.S. Personal savings as a percentage of disposable personal income was 3.1% compared with 2.6% in the fourth quarter
●  U.S. Prices of goods and services increased 2.8% in the first quarter, after increasing 2.5% in the fourth quarter
        (Excluding energy and food, prices increased 2.7% in the first quarter and 2.0% in the fourth quarter)

Macro‐Economic Impacts

World Economy

Quarterly Economic Environment & Outlook
The Key West Chamber of Commerce continuously monitors, compiles, and analyzes economic data;

generating local economic data through surveys of its over 500 members.

Balance figures represent the percentage reporting increases minus the percentage reporting decreases 
( + reflects expansion and ‐ reflects contraction, and change is from prior quarter)

Winter season saw visitors continue to fill Key West rooms, with occupancy rates remaining over 90% for the first quarter of 
2018.  Cruise ship disembarkments and airport deplanements continued to see increases over last year, up 13% and 2%, 
respectively; while occupied rooms returned to levels consistent with the average from the last decade, with an estimated 
9% of Key West room inventory remaining off‐line.  However, the loss of a significant portion of housing stock in the lower 
keys that supports the Key West workforce and the loss of hotel rooms in the middle keys that supplies a growing number of 
day‐trip visitors, will probably play the greatest damper in the recovery of the local economy.

In March the U.S. announced 25% tariffs on 10% of all Chinese exports to the U.S.;  and imports from China 
account for about 2.5% of China's GDP.  China announced counter‐tariffs on imports from the U.S., 
accounting for about a quarter of a percent of the U.S. GDP.  While the tariffs announced are still being 
considered through the political processes for months, it is important to note that the U.S. ‐ China tariffs will 
have a ripple affect along supply chains to many other countries, some of which are allies.  

www.KeyWestChamber.org

Key West expectations remain steady as community looks aheadWith 94% of fourth quarter visitors motivated to support the 
recovery efforts and 69% saying that their experience was 
better than the media's portrayal of the Keys, the first 
quarter's strong visitor volume continues to support growth. 

National survey wages index for the first quarter 2018 showed a 
balance figure of 55% (those reporting increases less those reporting 
decreases); this is the highest balance figure since January 2000 and 
the third highest since April 1982.  

The Global Economic Conditions Survey Report: Q1, 2018 provides regional analysis from 1,418 businesses in 180 countries*

Responses from KWCC BEO conducted March 29‐April 20, 2018; NABE BCS conducted March 22‐April 3, 2018* 

U
p 

16 pts
to +54%

First Quarter Wages balance

38 pts
to ‐18%

First Quarter Sales balance

1 pt
to +51%

Twelve month Expectation balance

65% of firms nationally indicated that the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is not affecting 
their plans for hiring or investing.

68% of firms nationally indicated that the tariff increases with China are not 
affecting their plans for hiring, investing, or pricing.
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Sources: NABE, Outlook/Business Conditions survey; UF BEBR, Consumer Sentiment Index; City of Key West; MC TDC; IMA/ACCA, Global Economic Conditions Survey; Bureau of Economic Analysis; Florida 
Chamber, Florida Small Business Index



 Business After Hours | wednesdAy, MAy  23, 2018

 Sponsored by: True Plastic Surgery of the Florida Keys, 605 United Street, Unit B
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Shoppers Have It Made in the 
Shade with the  

“Dog Daze of Summer”  
Savings Program

L ike that first frosty blast of air-conditioning on 
an August afternoon, the Key West Chamber of 
Commerce will again offer retail relief in those 

“Dog Daze of Summer.”
Sponsored by AT&T and the Key West Chamber 

of Commerce, “Dog Daze of Summer” promotes 
the businesses that provide shoppers with special 
summertime savings.

Member businesses may post – free of charge – 
coupons or other incentive offers next to their listing on 
the chamber’s website, then easily track the responses 
the promotion receives. Members may design their own 
coupons, or just send in their logo and let the chamber 
staff create eye-catching coupons. 

In addition to the free online coupon, the chamber 
will also distribute “Dog Daze of Summer” decals to 
be displayed in participating store windows, letting 
customers know they’ll find summer savings inside. 

For more information or to get underway, call 
the Key West Chamber of Commerce at 305-294-
2587 or visit keywestchamber.org and look for the 
“Dog Daze of Summer” logo.

“If it’s free, it’s for me!” 
Information from the Key west 

Chamber of Commerce 

D o you have an upcoming Family/High 
School Reunion, a Key West Wedding, or 
Business Retreat? 

 The Key West Chamber of Commerce is offering 
FREE VISITOR INFORMATION for you to place in 
your welcome bags!

Your welcome bags can be stuffed with visitor’s guides, 
coupons, maps, brochures for shopping in the Key West 
area, different accommodations for hotels, resorts and 
bed & breakfasts, Key West museums and attractions, 
restaurants, watersports, eco-tours, sunset cruises; you 
name it!

Have an event coming up with out of town guests, 
give us a call today! We are here to help you and your 
visitors’ Key West stay more enjoyable and worry free. 
The visitor information packets are free for pick up in 
the Key West Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s Lobby or 
only a nominal charge if shipped. 

If you would like your business 
coupon or brochure included in our 
welcome bags and presented in our 
Visitor’s Lobby please join our Rack 
Card Program. To advertise with your 
business card it is only $5.00 a month, 
for a brochure just $10.00 a month.

 For more information on FREE 
STUFF from the Key West Chamber 
or joining our Rack Card Program 
please contact Shay at the Key 
West Chamber (305) 294-2587 or 
by email: info@keywestchamber.org.
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Don’ t miss this exciting opportunity 
to reach the Key West Visitor!

The 2018/2019 Key West 
Chamber of Commerce 
Visitor Brochure and Map 
will be the fulfillment  piece 
used by the Key West 
Chamber of Commerce to 
promote Key West 

as a premier destination to prospective visitors.   The 
brochure and map  is full color and will showcase the 
character and activities that make Key West unique.  The 
brochure allows Key West businesses the opportunity to 
feature information on your accommodations, attractions, 
restaurants, museums, shopping, entertainment and 
professional services to visitors and will be a valuable 
resource referred to over and over by visitors before and 
during their stay. 
150,000 Copies
Distribution beginning October, 2018

Extremely Targeted
The Brochure and Map is the exclusive 

fulfillment piece for the Key West Chamber of Commerce and 
also for all visitor and newcomer inquires received via 
telephone and email requests from the Monroe County Tourist 
Development Council. 

The visitor brochure is distributed along 
the information plazas on the Florida Turnpike, with an 
expected distribution of 70,000 copies this coming year, 
as well as handed out at numerous travel and trade 
shows promoting Key West.

The brochure is available in the lobby of our 
official visitor information center located at 510 Greene Street, 
1st Floor which is open seven days a week, as well at the 
Lower Keys, Marathon, Islamorada and Key Largo Chamber 
of Commerce Visitor Centers, as well as distributed to the 
passengers of Key West Express. 

Did You Know… 
From the NOAA Study “Linking the Environment and Economy of the Florida Keys and Key West,” a question was asked to 
help gauge the influence of the Key West Chamber of Commerce Visitors Center with the following outcome. “Almost 23% of 
overnight visitors to the Keys reported having used at least one of the five visitor’s Information centers with 47.8% of those 
visiting the Key West Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center. Resulting in visitors extending the length of their stay on 
an average of three days, this translates into overnight visitor spending averages of $42.6 million. Key West generates 
59% of all the business in the Florida Keys and Key West which would equate to approximately $25 million more 
dollars spent by visitors after visiting our Visitor Information Center when in Key West.”

Publication Specs
The map/brochure is 24” wide x 18” tall, full color both sides, folding to 4” x 9” to 

fit in envelopes and rack card holders.  150,000 copies printed and distributed annually!  

For More Information on which spaces are available contact:

Nancy D’Amato • 305-304-1026• quepasakeywest@hotmail.com 



Chamber Chowder©
www.keywestchamber.org510 Greene Street ~ 1st Floor, Key West
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eXeCuTIVe COMMITTee
Suzanne Moore, President

Truman and Company Real Estate
305-292-2244

Billy Spottswood, First Vice President
Spottswood, Spottswood & 
Spottswood/305-294-9556

Cara Higgins, Second Vice President
Horan & Higgins, LLP/294-4585

Sam Holland, Secretary
The Conch House/305-293-0020 

John Toppino, Treasurer
Monroe Concrete/305- 296-5606

Greg Sullivan, Past President
Waste Management/305-434-9140

Jed Dodds, Appointee
The Studios of Key West/305-296-0458

Melissa Kendrick, Appointee
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum/305-294-2633 

Lynne Tejeda, Appointee
Keys Energy Services/305-295-1020

Virginia A. Panico, Executive Vice President
Key West Chamber of Commerce/294-2587

CHAMBeR STAFF
Virginia A. Panico

Executive Vice President
Steven Weed

Director of Research

Kerry Baker
Membership Director/Special Events Coordinator

 Dorothy Schmida
Administrative Assistant

Shay Penke
Office Assistant/Tourist Information Operator

Gladys Clarks
Tourist Information Receptionist

Virginia A. Panico
Newsletter Editor
Cindy Jefferson

Newsletter Art Director
Katrina Nichols 
Newsletter Writer

Karrie Bond
Social Media Director 

june 2018

Business After Hours
Wednesday, June 6, 2018

5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Sponsored by: Keys Insurance

Location: 2816 North Roosevelt Blvd.
Members Networking Event!

General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018

Noon
Location: Margaritaville Key West 

Resort & Marina
245 Front Street 

Topic: Building and Legislative Issues, 
Citizens Payments

Speakers: Mel Montagne, 
President of FIRM and 

Teresa Faber, 
Secretary of the Board of Directors 

Key West

 

Business After Hours 
Grand Re-Opening

Thursday, June 28, 2018
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by: 
Havana Cabana at Key West 

Location: 3420 North Roosevelt Blvd.
Members Networking Event!

july 2018
Business After Hours 

Christmas in July*
Date: Wednesday, July 18, 2018

Time: 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Sponsored by:  Hard Rock Café Key West

Location: 313 Duval Street
*Bring a new unwrapped toy.
Members Networking Event!

General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018

Noon
Location: Casa Marina, 

A Waldorf Astoria Resort
1500 Reynolds Street

Topic: TBA
Speaker: TBA

Key west Chamber Calendar of events


