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Message from President Suzanne Moore

I am so excited to be 
your 2018 President. 
First I would like to 

say a sincere thank you to 
our outgoing President 
Greg Sullivan for the work 
and commitment that he 
displayed throughout the 
year. I look forward to 
working with him over the 
coming year and tapping 
into his experience and 
knowledge.

After graduating from 
Dublin City University with a degree in Business and 
Marketing, I moved to the states and came to Key West 
in 1995. Throughout the years I worked in the lodging 
industry at Margaretville Resort and the Pier House 
Resort. I took a few years off when my son was born and 
then got into the Real Estate world in 2008 when I went 
to work for Truman & Company.

Although I wasn’t born here, I have been around 
long enough to have experienced some of the booms and 
busts of our economy. I have come to understand the 
factors that drive our economic engine. I have lived and 
worked through Hurricane Georges, Wilma and now 
Irma and I understand that we need to pull together as a 
community in order to get our economy back on track. 
We have seen tremendous community collaboration in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Irma and now as we face 
a new year, we will need to work harder than ever to 
communicate to the rest of the country that we are open 
for business and that our island is as beautiful as ever and 
we are ready to serve our visitors. 

Key West Chamber of Commerce 
Ends Year with Honors

continued on page 24

continued on page 3 4

2018 President Suzanne Moore, Sushi who rang in 2018 dropping from a high heel on Duval Street 
and outgoing President Greg Sullivan.

A s usual, the Key West Chamber 
of Commerce wrapped up 
the year by honoring the 

people and programs that went above 
and beyond to make life in Key West 
better, especially following one of 
the most challenging years in recent 
memory. The business organization’s 
2017 awards luncheon took place on 
Wednesday, December 20th at the 
Casa Marina Resort, where President 
Greg Sullivan presented scores of 
awards in various categories to 
honor individual and group efforts.  

The Key West Star Awards are 
given to individuals who donate their 
time, talent and energy to the chamber, 
community organizations, sports 
leagues or civic groups. The Key West 
Star awards show appreciation to those 
who make Key West a better place to 
live. This year’s Key West Stars are: 

 4 Mike Donovan: For 16 years, 
Mike Donovan has worked to make 

life better for others. Donovan 
created Angels Just 4 Kids and 
has worked with the local Boys 
& Girls Club, collecting toys and 
other needed supplies for needy 
kids in the Keys, some of whom 
lost everything in Hurricane Irma.  

Key West Chamber of Commerce 2017 
President Greg Sullivan presented Mike 
Donovan with a Key West Star Award. 
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Ernest Hemingway
House Museum

907 Whitehead Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-1136

La Concha
Crowne Plaza

430 Duval Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-296-2991

Horan & Higgins, L.L.P.
608 Whitehead Street
Key West, FL 33040

(305)294-4585

The Chamber Chowder Heartily Thanks These Businesses for Their Generous Support of this Issue of the Newsletter

Porter Allen
Insurance Company
513 Southard Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-2542

Old Town Key West 
Development

201 Front Street, Suite 301
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-3225

J essica Long sampled a taste of Key West 
life when she was 16 — and 17, 18, 19, 
before moving here full-time from her 

home in Annapolis, Maryland at the age of 22.
“I have a cousin who lived and worked 

down here in the hotel and hospitality 
industry, so as a teen, I used to come down 
on vacation and be able to stay at the nice 
hotels where he worked for cheap,” said 
Long, who also credits her cousin with 
getting her interested in scuba diving.

“Finally, when I turned 22, I decided I was 
moving down here permanently,” said Long, 
who attended college on a soccer scholarship 
and majored in theater. 

“Permanently” turned out to be two years 
— at first.

“After two years, I decided I was ready for 
another adventure,” Long said. “So I moved to 

the opposite corner of the country and started 
working in the hospitality industry in the 
mountains of Washington State.”

She moved back to Key West six years ago 
when she missed the warm water and weather. 

Long now works as catering and 
marketing coordinator for Margaritaville 
Resort and Sunset Key Cottages that sit 
peacefully across Key West Harbor on a 
picturesque offshore island.

“I assist the catering director and the 
marketing director with whatever projects 
and tasks they need,” Long said. “I help with 
weddings and special events at both resorts, 
and occasionally at the Sheraton Suites 
property on South Roosevelt Blvd.”

She described the job as a “very well-
rounded” assortment of tasks and projects. 
Long recently played a pivotal role in 
coordinating the Today Show’s visit to Key 
West in the wake of Hurricane Irma. On 
the show, esteemed weather man Al Roker 
honored first responders while Key West 
business owners used their few seconds of air 
time to stress the fact that Key West was not 
nearly as damaged as other regions and was in 
fact eager to welcome returning visitors back 
to the island.

“I help with any publicity or 
promotional needs, such as radio shows and 
other events both on and off the properties,” 
she said. 

Long’s love of scuba diving stayed with 
her since her early days as a teen visiting Key 
West for the first time.

I’m a certified rescue diver and I enjoy 
diving the Vandenberg as much as possible,” 
she said. “I love any opportunity to be 
on the water. On a boat, at the sandbars, 
diving, whatever, I love it, so I know I’m in 
the right place.”

And to find Jessica Long at her workplace, 
call the resort at 305-294-4000.

Each month, the Chamber of Commerce spotlights a 
business or professional person whose business card is 
drawn at the Business After Hours. This month’s winner 
is Jessica Long, Margaritaville Key West Resort.

Spotlight Shines on ... Jessica Long, Margaritaville Key West Resort
Here at the chamber we are committed to 

“Serve our members and maintain and promote 
a viable economy for the businesses and working 
people of Key West”. You may ask, how are 
we going to do that? Well last month we had 
our annual Board of Directors Retreat, held at 
Marriott Beachside with dinner and cocktails 
afterwards at The Perry Hotel on Stock Island. We 
started our morning with a team building exercise 
at the Southernmost Escape and employed one 
of our own local professionals, Eliza Levy to 
facilitate our retreat. My point is we stayed local, 
spent money with our members and experienced 
our own attractions and facilities to create a 
wonderful board retreat. 

We discussed the programs that we currently 
offer and ways in how we can improve things, 
get more of our members engaged, collaborate 
more with other professional organizations, 
improve our communications methods and 
create new member benefits. We are committed 
to staying relevant and remaining the voice of 
the business community. In order for us to be 
successful, we need the help of our members. We 
need you to PARTICIPATE, SPONSOR AND 
VOLUNTEER. You as the owner and business 
leader are the ones that we see at our events, but 
don’t forget all of your employees are welcome at 
our all functions and are welcome to participate 
and join our committees. When you see those 
chamber flyers, including our Chamber Chowder 
and Chamber Chatter, in your inbox, don’t 
delete them, distribute them, and encourage your 
employees to get involved. We are here to listen 
to what you have to say and we need to hear your 
ideas. We need you to communicate with us. 

We have a tremendously talented Board of 
Directors this year, with some great new faces, 
business owners, business leaders and energetic 
and talented individuals who are committed to 
serving you the members over the coming year. 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so 
much.” Helen Keller.

 President’s Message cont. from page 1 4
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 4 Juan Pisani & Mystick Krewe of Key 
West: The Mystick Krewe of Key West was 
started in 2014 as Key West’s first Mardi 
Gras organization. With 150 merry-making 
members, the Krewe raises money for local 
organizations, and since its founding and 
under the leadership of Juan Pisani and 
Val Marmillion, owners of The Peace Store 
on Duval Street, the Krewe has raised and 
donated more than $10,000 a year to the 
Key West High School Band, Sister Season 
Fund, and Luci’s Fund, which protects and 
helps homeless animals. 

 
The Piece of the Rock awards are presented 
to dedicated individuals who have surpassed 
the scope of their normal responsibilities to 
help make Key West a better community 
through the years. This year Piece of the 
Rock winners are:

 4 Sue Cooper: Sue Cooper started a Special 
Olympics Stand Up Paddleboarding 
competition for Monroe County’s 
Special Olympians. The event proved so 
popular that it was later added to the 
Special Olympics state competition, and 
most recently to the national events. Sue 
Cooper of Lazy Dog Adventures, was 
asked to be the coordinator for the state 
and national races. 

 4 Robert Spottswood and Key West 
Marriott Beachside: As Hurricane 
Irma approached Key West, Robert 
Spottswood and the executive leadership 
team of the Marriott Beachside Hotel 
made the important decision to keep 
the hotel open and operating, initially 
to provide a shelter for first responders 
as well as employees and their families. 
By the time the storm made landfall 
in the Keys, the guest rooms were full 
and overflow accommodations were 
provided in the ballrooms. With a 
generator powering the Conference 
Center building, the hotel was able to 
provide AC, power, food, and beverages 
throughout the storm and in the days 
following as well as a land line that 
operated for two days post-landfall. 

 
The chamber’s Business for Beauty awards 
are awarded for major capital improvement 
projects or extensive renovations that add 
to the beauty and contribute to the overall 
attractiveness of Key West. These awards may 
be given to businesses, as well as non-business 
organizations, such as government agencies 
and civic groups. The Business for Beauty 
recipients for 2017 are:

 4 Seven Fish Restaurant: The new spacious 
home of Seven Fish on Truman Avenue 
represents a much-needed improvement 
in Old Town. The owners, Bob and 
Noreen Pollman of the popular restaurant, 
which operated for years at the corner of 
Olivia and Elizabeth streets, moved their 
operation to Truman Avenue when they 
lost their lease. The renovation of the 
building on Truman Avenue improved the 
look and character of the neighborhood. 

 4 Ocean’s Edge Key West Resort, Hotel & 
Marina: The Singh Co. opened Ocean’s 
Edge Key West Resort, Hotel & Marina 
in January, having completely replaced and 
renovated a former marina on Stock Island. 
Ocean’s Edge is the first hotel to be built on 
Stock Island and is also the largest property, 
spanning 20 oceanfront acres between 
the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean. 
Ocean’s Edge features 175 guest rooms and 
suites, six swimming pools, a full service 
bar and restaurant, water sports activities, a 
paddle shop and a dog park for the resort’s 
pet-friendly nature. 

 4 The Perry Hotel Key West: Stock 
Island’s newest lodging addition, The 

 “Year-end Honor Awards” continued from page 1 4

Brianna Birtles of Ocean’s Edge Key West Resort 
& Marina accepted a Business for Beauty Award 
from 2017 Chamber President Greg Sullivan.

Michael Napieralski of The Perry Hotel Key West 
accepted a Business for Beauty Award from Key 
West Chamber 2017 President Greg Sullivan.

Key West Chamber 2017 President Greg Sullivan 
presented Sue Cooper with a Piece of the Rock Award.

continued on page 4 4
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 “Year-end Honor Awards” continued from page 3 4

Perry Hotel Key West is the crowning 
jewel of Stock Island Marina Village on 
Shrimp Road. “Architectural Digest” 
named the 100-room boutique hotel 
one of the 12 best-designed hotels 
of 2017. It is also a 2017 winner of 
the Gold Key Award for Best Upscale 
Lobby. The Perry Hotel boasts two 
seafood-driven, waterfront restaurants 
and a modern-industrial design inspired 
by the area’s iconic fishing history.  

The chamber’s Venture Awards recognize bold 
investment in a new business or enterprise 
that exemplifies our entrepreneurial spirit and 
adds to the Key West atmosphere. This year’s 
Venture Award recipients are:

 4 Thirsty Mermaid and Little Pearl: Tommy 
Quartararo took a chance on two Key West 
restaurant properties – and both paid off, 
to the delight of local and visiting diners. 
Tommy opened the Blackfin Bistro in 2007 
and took over Antonia’s Restaurant four 
years ago. But the Key West Chamber of 
Commerce is proud to recognize he and his 
partners’ efforts with the Thirsty Mermaid 
and Little Pearl, which both opened in 
the past two years. The Thirsty Mermaid 
required extensive renovations to become 

the little raw bar restaurant that everyone 
loves, while Little Pearl is exactly as its name 
implies, a tiny gem of a seafood restaurant 
tucked in an Old Town neighborhood. 

 4 Key Lime Festival: The idea for The Key 
Lime Festival was suggested by Carol 
Shaughnessy after the release of David Sloan’s 
“Key West Key Lime Pie Cookbook.” Marky 
Pierson and David Sloan had collaborated 
on the Zero K Cow Key Bridge Run and 
both jumped at the opportunity to work 
together again on a citrus-infused event. 
Their philosophy is to create fun events 
that are family friendly and put smiles on 
faces. They have found that if they reach this 
goal, everything else usually falls into place.  

 4 Three Hands Fish: The creators of Three 
Hands Fish have united several Florida Keys 
commercial fishermen and are connecting 
them directly with the consumers of local 
seafood, both individual community 
members and Keys restaurants that pride 
themselves on serving the freshest, finest 
and locally caught seafood. As Three Hands’ 
website explains, “We’re selling fish that 
once again tell a short and perfectly sweet 
story; a story that’s fresh, never frozen; 
a story that’s wild-caught in America’s 
waters; and a story that only involves three 
hands – the fisherman’s ours and yours.” 

 4 Kelly’s Aerial Arts & Fitness: Kelly 
Goss is being honored with a Venture 
Award for her innovative fitness 
business, Kelly’s Aerial Arts & Fitness, 
a specialized form of fitness training 
that offers a wide range of classes for 
all ages and abilities. Participants hang 
and swing from silks, hoops, hammocks 
and poles, always smiling while getting 
in shape and toning their bodies.  

 4 Lucy’s Retired Surfers Bar: Lucy’s has 
established itself and its own personality in 
a former Irish pub on Grinnell Street. At 
Lucy’s, the chefs serve up a menu inspired 
by both Key West and surfing spots all over 
the world. The renovated and reinvented 
restaurant is open for lunch and dinner, as 
well as brunch on the weekends. The bar 

and restaurant has captivated locals with its 
casual vibe and quality food. And the classic 
VW bus out front is a great attention getter 
that’s already become a local landmark.

 
The Key West Chamber of Commerce this year 
also presented some special recognition awards. 
This year one award was granted for a historic 
preservation project and two special recognitions 
honored creativity and heroic hurricane efforts.

 4 The Historic Preservation Award this year 
went to Marquesa 4-1-4, a 14-room addition 
to the iconic Marquesa Hotel. The project 
encompasses the historic William Kerr 
House, built in 1874 at 410 Simonton St., 
the Pilot House, built around 1900 at 414 
Simonton St., and the newly built Bahama 
House at 411 Bahama St. Architect Thomas 
Pope and builder Manley deBoer highlighted 
the historic charms of the two properties while 
updating them to suit today’s elite travelers. 

 4 Special Recognition was also given 
to Sam Trophia and the Trophia 
Foundation, which was formed as 
the nonprofit arm of The Key West 
Butterfly & Nature Conservatory 
in honor of Sam’s parents, Sam and 
Christine Trophia. In the past 15 years 
the foundation has donated more than 
$175,000 worth of trees, gardens, and 

Key West Chamber 2017 President Greg Sullivan 
presented Sam Trophia with a Special Recognition 
Award for the work that the Trophia Foundation has 
done to replace the trees lost during Hurricane Irma.

Key West Chamber of Commerce 2017 President Greg 
Sullivan presented Jessica Ormiston with a Business for 
Beauty Award for Lucy’s Retired Surfers’ Bar.

continued on page 5 4
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educational materials to the City of Key West, local schools and 
Monroe County. In the weeks following Hurricane Irma, the 
foundation donated $50,000 worth of mature trees to replace 
some of those that had been lost to the storm. All foundation 
board members are volunteers and 100 percent of the money 
raised goes back into this community. 

 4 Special Recognition – US 1 Radio: US 1 Radio 104.1 was the 
only radio station in the Florida Keys that stayed on the air 
during Hurricane Irma and was the only source of information 
in the days following the storm. The station took special 
measures to ensure that no matter what, they would stay on the 
air, and they did, providing information and reassurance while 
keeping panic and chaos at bay. The skeleton crew that stayed 
included station owner Bob Holladay, General Manager Rick 
Lopez, News Anchor Bill Becker, Ron Saunders, Steve Miller, 
Kimmy Band and engineer Ricky Carter. 

 

Sullivan ended the 2017 Awards Luncheon with thanks and well 
wishes for a safe and prosperous 2018.

2017 Chamber President Greg Sullivan presented a Special Recognition Award 
to the staff of US 1 Radio for their tireless efforts in staying on the air during 
Hurricane Irma. Pictured left to right: Ron Saunders, Rick Lopez, Bill Becker, 
Greg Sullivan, and Steve Miller. 

 “Year-end Honor Awards” continued from page 4 4

Tommy Osborne, left, and Paul Menta, middle, of Three Hands Fish, accepted a 
Venture Award from Key West Chamber of Commerce 2017 President Greg Sullivan.

David Sloan accepted a Venture Award for the Key Lime Festival from Chamber 
2017 President Greg Sullivan.

2017 Chamber President Greg Sullivan presented Robert Spottswood with a Piece 
of the Rock Award for all that the Marriott Key West Beachside Hotel did for locals 
and first responders during Hurricane Irma.
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Key West Bed Tax Collections
January 2012 - October 2017

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Triangle Properties offline for 
renovation 6/16/13 (519 Beds)
Progressively reopen - 3/2015, 
5/2015, 11/2015, 3/2016

Passenger arrivals to Key West 
International Airport in November 2017 
totaled 27,271.  This is a decrease of 
5.7% when compared to November 
2016.

Total passenger arrivals for the eleven 
months of 2017 was 340,361.  That is a 
3.4% increase over the same period in 
2016.

August's deplanements marked the end of 
the fourteenth straight month of steady 
year over year increases and an all time 
high for August.  For October, with Delta 
and American suspending overnight 
flights, deplanements were lower than 
those seen since 2010.

A total of  72,358 cruise ship passengers 
disembarked in Key West during 
November 2017.  This was 27.8% higher 
than November 2016, which saw 56,599 
passengers disembark.

For the eleven months of 2017, cruise ship 
arrivals saw 667,207 passengers 
disembark from 293 port calls.  While port 
calls are up 5.8% so far for 2017, 
passenger counts are up 9.6% over the 
same period in 2016. 

The cruise ship schedule for January to 
March compared to the same three months 
in 2017 is shown below:

Number of Ships  
2017 2018

January 47 53
February 36 44
March 33 50

Source: Key West International Airport
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Key West Cruise Ship Passengers 
January 2012 - November 2017

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Port closed 9/6‐22/2017 for Hurricane Irma

Southwest service ends 06/07/14 and 
Silver Airways assumes limited routes

Reported Bed Tax Collections for Key 
West were $1,104,334 for October 2017, 
20.5% lower than in October 2016.

According to Smith Travel, October 
2017 occupancy was 68.8%, a 3.5 
percentage point decrease from the 
October 2016 occupancy rate of 72.3%.

The Average Daily Rate (ADR) was 
reported at $244.24 for October 2017, a 
decrease of 6.9% from the ADR of 
$262.30 posted in 2016. 

Since Hurricane Irma passed on September 
10, 2017 and caused damage to some 
hotels, the number of rooms available has 
declined in Key West.  The estimated 
number of rooms off-line coming into 
October was 27% in Key West.  The 
number of rooms still off-line through 
December is estimated at 9% in Key West. 

Hurricane Irma 9/10/2017
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Preparing for our 2018 Wage and Benefit Survey! 
Please fill out your Wage and Benefit Survey when it arrives 
in your inbox!  We look forward to your responses and sharing 
the consolidated Wage & Benefit Survey information with you. 

As an Employer in Key West, and the Florida Keys, you face many challenges in hiring and 
retaining qualified employees. You have the responsibility to balance viable compensation 

packages to retain qualified employees along with the necessity of maintaining your budget.  The 
Key West Chamber of Commerce developed our annual Wage and Benefit Survey to provide our 
members with a tool to view the Key West employment market in terms of average wage levels 

by industry, specific job class, benefit standards and general turnover rate. 

FAQs
What information is collected? We collect information on standard work weeks, paid time off 
(holidays, sick, floating and vacation days), benefits (qualifications, covered persons, health, 
dental, vision, disability, life, AD&D, retirement plans, tuition assistance & development, 
memberships, and housing) and compensation (current, raises & bonuses).  Base pay, 
commissions and tips are collected for each position.  Information is gathered for all positions 
across an array of job categories, from controllers to waitresses to pilots.  The Chamber wants to 
gather as much raw data as possible in order to aggregate the data into a useful tool for local 
businesses. 

Is my shared information kept confidential?  Absolutely! The only person in the Chamber that 
has access to your submitted information is the Director of Research. Your organization’s 
specific data will never be shared with anyone, at any time, for any reason.  

Why is my participation important?  The Chamber strives to have meaningful final numbers 
that participants can use to manage their workforces effectively. More participants lead to more 
accurate and meaningful results.  All participants receive a complimentary copy of the completed 
Wage & Benefit Survey report.  Reports are available to non-participating members for a charge. 

What does the final report include? The final report is a 40 page, bound document that 
summarizes the area’s wages and benefits by business sector.  It also includes a breakdown of 
hourly wages for every position reported; this breakdown includes the lowest, highest, mean, 
median, first quartile, third quartile and annualized mean amount for each position.   

How will the final Wage and Benefit report benefit me?  The final report will let you know 
how your organization measures up against other organizations, as a whole and by position.  
With this report you can compare where your organization’s wages are relative to similar 
positions locally.  This is a useful management tool for hiring and retaining employees.  
Additionally if your organization is a corporate subsidiary, branch or franchise, you may use the 
survey results to relay and justify higher local labor costs to your company’s corporate office.  If 
your corporate office will be responsible for filling out the survey, please let them know that it 
will be coming out shortly.   
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Key West Chamber of Commerce 
Honors KWPD’s Officer 

Joseph Stockton

O fficers on traffic patrol aren’t always the most popular police 
presence, and they’re rarely a welcome sight in one’s rearview 
mirror. But Key West Police Officer Joseph Stockton is changing 

the perception of the department’s traffic unit - one stop at a time.
Born and raised in Key West, Stockton often knows the people he pulls 

over, but he fulfills his duties with respect and friendliness that have earned 
him numerous letters of commendation from both local and visiting motorists. 

Since joining the Key West Police Department in August of 2009, 
Stockton has spent much of his career as a motorcycle officer and traffic 
homicide investigator. He currently supervises the department’s Motor Unit. 

“Officer Stockton consistently and enthusiastically serves 
this community with dedication and professionalism,” wrote his 
supervisors when nominating him for special recognition by The Key 
West Chamber of Commerce. “He is dependable and reliable. He is 
meticulous and thorough, completing investigations and assignments 
quickly and efficiently.”

But there’s more to Officer Stockton than speeding tickets and 

sobriety tests. 
“He sets an outstanding example in his volunteer efforts with 

the Police Athletic League and serves as a mentor with Keys to be the 
Change,” his nomination form states. “Officer Stockton always steps up 
to the plate. He is one of the officers who volunteered to remain in Key 
West throughout Hurricane Irma, and he worked tirelessly to keep his 
community safe during the disaster.”

Officer Stockton’s integrity reflects the highest standards of the Key 
West Police Department, and the Key West Chamber of Commerce is 
proud to honor him.

Officer Joseph Stockton was named Police Officer of the Year for 2017. Pictured left 
to right: City Manager Jim Scholl, Officer Joseph Stockton, Police Chief Donie Lee 
and Key West Chamber of Commerce outgoing President Greg Sullivan

Chamber Honors Gabriela Mott, 
City Employee of the Year

M ark Finigan didn’t hesitate when he was asked to nominate a 
city employee of the year. It was an easy question for the city’s 
finance director, and the answer was Payroll Administrator 

Gabriela Mott.
In nominating Mott, Finigan recalled his initial panic at the 2016 

departure of the city’s prior payroll administrator, who retired in early 
2016 - in the midst of an arduous transition from one payroll processing 
program to another. 

“I was convinced it would be virtually impossible to replace 25-plus 
years of excellent Human Resources and payroll experience,” Finigan 
wrote in his nomination of Mott, detailing the daunting challenges of 
the software change. “Enter Gabriela Mott: A consummate professional 
with an unassuming demeanor and, much to my surprise, a payroll 
administrator extraordinaire!” 

Gabby’s work is always complete, extremely accurate and consistently 
delivered without drama or reminders, Finigan boasted, adding that 
Mott is unmatched in her analytical abilities and knowledge of the city’s 
payroll system. 

“Every employee should thank her for her steadfastness in ensuring 
that each payroll is processed without error and on time, notwithstanding 
the fact that there were countless hours of technical support, reruns and 
pure aggravation that went into many of the payrolls for the last two years,” 

he wrote. “I am convinced the city may not have successfully transitioned 
payroll systems if not for the singular, hard-driven effort of Gabby Mott.

“Please respectfully accept my recommendation and complete 
endorsement of Gabby Mott as the 2017 City of Key West Employee of 
the Year,” he wrote in conclusion. 

The Key West Chamber of Commerce joins Finigan in thanking 
and honoring the hard work and impressive abilities of Gabriela Mott on 
behalf of the City of Key West.

Gabriela Mott received the City Employee of the Year honor. Pictured left to right: City 
Finance Director Mark Finigan, Payroll Administrator Gabriela Mott, City Manager 
Jim Scholl and Key West Chamber of Commerce outgoing President Greg Sullivan.



 BUSINESS AFTER HOURS | THURSDAY, DECEMBER  14, 2017

 Sponsored by: Rick’s/Durty Harry’s, 202 Duval Street
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        Visit Dan for 
FINANCING made easy! 
Centennial Bank’s local loan expert DAN understands 
the uniqueness of the islands, and he’s dedicated to 
finding the perfect loan for you. 
We offer FNMA, FHLMC, FHA, VA and non-traditional 
loans. Conventional, Jumbo, FNMA, FHLMC, FHA and VA 
Financing Available.  

Dan Blagriff, LOAN ORIGINATOR • NMLS 675375

305-676-3146 • dblagriff@my100bank.com

MY100BANK.COM  
A Home BancShares Company (Nasdaq:HOMB)

Cruise Ship Schedule
JANUARY 2018

1/1 Carnival Victory 7:30am-1:30pm
1/1 Eurodam 8:00am-4:00pm
1/1 Empress 10:00am-5:00pm
1/2 Koningsdam 8:00am-5:00pm
1/2 Carnival Breeze 11:00am-7:00pm
1/3 Azamara Quest 6:30am-5:00pm
1/3	 Celebrity	Reflection	 7:00am-5:00pm
1/3 Serenade 7:30am-3:00pm
1/4 Disney Magic 6:45am-5:45pm
1/4 SS Mariner 8:00am-5:00pm
1/5 Carnival Victory 7:30am-1:30pm
1/6 Crystal Serenity 8:00am-5:00pm
1/6 SS Mariner 8:00am-5:00pm
1/7 Empress 8:00am-5:00pm
1/8	 Celebrity	Silouette	 7:00am-5:00pm
1/8 Viking Sky 8:00am-4:00pm
1/8	 Rotterdam	 11:00am-6:00pm
1/9 No Ship
1/10 No Ship
1/11 Enchantment 9:30am-6:00pm
1/12	 Carnival	Sensation	 7:30am-1:30pm
1/12 Empress 8:00am-5:00pm
1/13 Disney Magic 6:45am-5:45pm
1/14 Celebrity Equinox 7:00am-6:00pm
1/14 Costa Deliziosa 11:00am-6:00pm
1/15 Rhapsody 11:00am-6:00pm
1/15	 Rotterdam	 11:00am-6:00pm
1/16 Enchantment 7:00am-4:00pm
1/16 Brilliance 11:30am-8:00pm
1/17 Marina 8:00am-5:00pm
1/18 Disney Magic 6:45am-3:45pm
1/18 Norwegian Dawn 10:00am-7:00pm
1/19 Seabourn Odyssey 7:00am-4:00pm
1/19 Seven Seas 8:00am-5:00pm
1/20 Eurodam 8:00pm-5:00pm
1/21 SS Explorer 7:30am-5:00pm
1/21 Norwegian Jade 8:00am-5:00pm
1/22 Riviera 8:00pm-5:00pm
1/22 Viking Sky 8:00am-4:00pm
1/22 Rhapsody 11:00am-6:00pm
1/23 No Ship
1/24 Empress 8:00am-5:00pm
1/24 Costa Deliziosa 11:00am-6:00pm
1/24 N. Amstredam 12:00pm-8:00pm
1/25 Veendam 8:00am-5:00pm
1/25 Enchantment 9:30am-6:00pm
1/26	 Carnival	Sensation	 7:30am-1:30pm
1/27 Disney Magic 6:45am-3:45pm
1/27 Marina 8:00am-5:00pm
1/28 Empress No Time Available
1/28 Celebrity Equinox 7:00am-5:00pm
1/29 Viking Sky 8:00am-4:00pm
1/29 Carnival Freedom 11:00am-7:00pm
1/29	 Rotterdam	 11:00am-6:00pm
1/30 Carnival Dream 9:00am-5:00pm
1/30 Brilliance 11:30am-5:30pm

1/1-8/31	 Key	West	Fishing	Tournament,	fishfinesse@aol.com,	 
305-294-8843

1/6	 Soldier	Ride	10:30am	Boca	Chica	NAS	to	Veterans	Memorial	
at	Bayview	Park,	305-600-8441

1/11-14	 36th	Annual	Key	West	Literary	Seminar,	
keywestliteraryseminar.org,	888-293-9291

1/11-14	 Key	West	Kingfish	Mayhem	Fishing	Tournament.	Stock	Island	
Marina	Village,	305-296-0364

TBD	 Key	West	Wahoo	Shootout,	Waterfront	Brewery,	305-896-4244
1/12-13	 58th	Annual	HOME	(name	change)	Tours	(2	of	4),	oirf.org,	

4pm-8pm, 305-294-9501
1/13	 16th	Annual	Mayors	Ball	6pm	-	Casa	Marina	–	FOR:	FL	Keys	

Children’s	Shelter,	305-852-4246
1/13-14	 13th	Annual	Florida	Keys	Seafood	Festival,	Sat	11:00am–

8pm,	Bayview	Park	 813-362-9555
1/14	 20th	Annual	Key	West	Half	Marathon	Run	&	5K,	305-240-0727
1/15	 Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	Day	12pm-4pm	MLK	Comm.	Center,	

300	Catherine,	305-809-3700
1/15-19	 36th	Annual	Key	West	Literary	Workshop	-	

keywestliteraryseminar.org,	888-293-9291
1/20	 Key	West	Chamber	of	Commerce	Annual	Installation	&	

Awards	Banquet,	305-294-2587	6:00p.m.-11:00p.m.,	Marriott	
Beachside	Hotel	membership@keywestchamber.org	

1/22-29	 Kelly	McGillis	Classic	International	Female	Flag	Football	
Championship,	305-896-8678

1/24	 Conch	Revival	Picnic	at	East	Martello	(5:30	–	8:30pm),	
305.295.6616	x	111

1/24-28	 9th	Annual	Key	West	Food	&	Wine	Festival,	800-474-4319	
www.keywestfoodandwinefestival.com

1/26-2/3	 Key	West	to	Cuba	–	Conch	Republic	Cup	info@
conchrepubliccup.org,	305-731-6219

1/26	 2018	Unsung	Heroes/Volunteer	of	the	Year	Luncheon	-	
Email:	cffk@cffk.org,	305-292-1502

1/27	 American	Red	Cross	Florence	Spottswood	Humanitarian	of	
the	Year	Gala,	305-296-4033,	Key	West	Beachside	Marriott

1/27	 Key	West	Historic	Cemetery	Stroll	9:30am,	9:50am,	10:10am,	
305-304-1453/305-304-9931

1//27-28	 33rd	Annual	Key	West	Craft	Show,	10am-5pm	www.
keywestartcenter.com,	305-294-1243

1/28	 Annual	Key	West	Master	Chefs	Classic,	305-294-9526	ext.	25

Community Calendar
January 2018
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Key West Chamber of Commerce 
Honors Firefighter of the Year 

George Galvan

A quarter-century of dedicated experience, continuing education 
and positive leadership has made George Galvan an integral part 
of the Key West Fire Department and an obvious choice when 

Fire Chief Mike Davila was asked to nominate a Firefighter of the Year.
Some of the department’s youngest team members were still in 

diapers in 1992, the year Galvan started fighting fires and responding 
capably to all manner of accidents and emergencies in Key West.

Currently a department captain at Central Fire Station No. 1, 
George has helped create and cultivate the team dynamic and family 
philosophy that guides the department.

“George is a proven team leader and role model for our younger 
members, having influenced his brother, Danny, and many others to join 
our ranks, thus adding to our close group of valuable team members,” Chief 
Davila wrote when nominating Galvan as 2017’s Firefighter of the Year. 

Early in his career, George started taking classes and earning 
certifications to advance his career, improve the department and better 
safeguard the community. He was one of the first to join the Dive Team 
and become certified in Hazardous Materials and Underwater Search 
and Rescue. He’s also a Life Safety Inspector and Fire Service Instructor, 

enthusiastically passing his knowledge to all of our specialized team 
members, Davila said. 

“I personally appreciate George because he constantly provides 
leadership to the newer men and women, going above and beyond on 
his watch to provide positive direction,” said Chief Davila. “I’m proud to 
nominate George Galvan for Firefighter of the Year.”

And the Key West Chamber of Commerce is pleased to present the 
honor to Fire Captain George Galvan.

George Galvan was named 2017 Firefighter of the Year. Pictured left to right: 
City Manager Jim Scholl, Alan Averette, George Galvan, Kenny Wardlow, Fire 
Chief Mike Davila, Eddie Perez, and Key West Chamber of Commerce outgoing 
President Greg Sullivan

Welcome New Members!
American Red Cross of

Greater Miami & the Keys
335 SW 27th Avenue 

Miami, FL 33135
305-432-7596

www.redcross.org/southflorida
Contact: Emily Borababy

Non Profit Association

Check Construction
3255 Flagler Avenue #303

Key West, FL 33040
305-800-7767

www.checkconstruction.org
Contact: Patricia Neyra 

Certified General Contractor
Sponsored by: Diane Eliopoulos, 

Hard Rock Cafe

Concerts in the Keys/
Impact Events LLC

Key West, FL 33040
585-831-9459

Contact: John Campbell
Concert & Events 

Sponsored by: Jim Gilleran, 
Amiga Travel and Greg Sullivan, 

Waste Management 

The LMC Group
83 Hanover Street, Suite 24

Manchester, NH 03101
603-217-5045
www.lmc.group 

Contact: Kristen Carroll 
Business Consultants

Key West Home 
Inspections

3312 Northside Drive, #704
Key West, FL 33040 

305-849-3088
www.keywesthomeinspectionservices.

com 
Contact: Bryan Miller

Home Inspections

Love Struck in Key West
328 Simonton Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-509-7719
Contact: Lorri Bolander 

Bridal Accessories and Gift Shop

Mount Sinai Cardiology 
of the Florida Keys

3401 Northside Drive
Key West, FL 33040 

305-900-2794
www.msmc.com

Contact: Dr. Ray Rodriguez, M.D.
Cardiovascular Health 

Center/Hospital 

River Street Sweets – 
Savannah’s Candy Kitchen

400 B Duval Street
Key West, FL 33040 

305-922-2144
www.ILovePralines.com 

Contacts: Glen and Liane Willard
Retail Confectionery

The Key West Chamber of Commerce welcomed eight new members 
during its December membership luncheon. Pictured left to right: New 
members Dr. Ray Rodriguez of Mt. Sinai Cardiology of the Florida 
Keys; Bryan Miller of Key West Home Inspections; John Campbell 
of Concerts in the Keys; Patricia Neyra of Check Construction and 
Membership Committee Chair Kim Works. (Other new members not 
pictured include American Red Cross of Greater Miami & the Keys; 
The LMC Group; Love Struck in Key West and River Street Sweets – 
Savannah’s Candy Kitchen.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Suzanne Moore, President

Truman and Company Real Estate
305-292-2244

Billy Spottswood, First Vice President
Spottswood, Spottswood & 
Spottswood/305-294-9556

Cara Higgins, Second Vice President
Horan & Higgins, LLP/294-4585

Sam Holland, Secretary
The Conch House/305-293-0020 

John Toppino, Treasurer
Monroe Concrete/305- 296-5606

Greg Sullivan, Past President
Waste Management/305-434-9140

Jed Dodds, Appointee
The Studios of Key West/305-296-0458

Melissa Kendrick, Appointee
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum/305-294-2633 

Lynne Tejeda, Appointee
Keys Energy Services/305-295-1020

Virginia A. Panico, Executive Vice President
Key West Chamber of Commerce/294-2587

CHAMBER STAFF
Virginia A. Panico

Executive Vice President
Steven Weed

Director of Research
Claudia Wilson

Executive Assistant/Bookkeeper
Kerry Baker

Membership Director
Special Events Coordinator

 Dorothy Schmida
Administrative Assistant

Shay Penke
Office Assistant/Tourist Information Operator

Gladys Clarks
Tourist Information Receptionist

Virginia A. Panico
Newsletter Editor
Cindy Jefferson

Newsletter Art Director
Karrie Bond

Social Media Director 

Click to connect with the Chamber on 
Facebook, Twitter,  

Pinterest, or Instagram

January 2018
Business After Hours

Tuesday, January 9, 2018
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by: Curry Mansion Inn
Location: 511 Caroline Street

Members Only Networking Event

General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, January 24, 2018

Noon
Location: Casa Marina, 
a Waldorf Astoria Resort 

1500 Reynolds Street
Topic: Past and Present Hurricane Irma Update

Speakers: Lynne Tejeda, CEO Keys Energy 
Services

and Kirk Zuelch, Executive Director, FKAA
Please RSVP to the Chamber at 

305-294-2587 or email: 
info@keywestchamber.org

February 2018
Business After Hours

Date: TBA
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by: TBA
Location: TBA

Members Only Networking Event

General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018

Noon
Location: Doubletree Grand Key Resort

3990 S. Roosevelt Blvd.
Topic: TBA

Speakers: TBA
Please RSVP to the Chamber at 

305-294-2587 or email: 
info@keywestchamber.org

Key West Chamber Calendar of Events

You are cordially invited
to join us at the 

Installation of the Officers
and Directors of the Board

at the Annual Awards Dinner
of the Greater Key West
Chamber of Commerce

on Saturday, January 20, 2018
at the Marriott Beachside Resort

 $85 per person
Black Tie Invited

Complimentary Cocktail Hour 
6:00 p.m.

Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Please RSVP by Friday, January 

12, 2018

Following dinner, please join us
for music and dancing.

For more information or to 
make reservations contact the 
chamber at 305-294-2587 or 

email: 
membership@keywestchamber.org 

Special Appreciation to our 
Cocktail Hour Sponsors:

Appelrouth & Farr Family
Appelrouth, Farah & Co. P.A.

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

https://www.facebook.com/KeyWestChamber
: https://twitter.com/keywestchamber
:https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/555229342/key-west-chamber-of-commerce/
:%20https://www.facebook.com/KeyWestChamber/
:%20https://www.facebook.com/KeyWestChamber/

