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C ounty Commissioner Heather 
Carruthers gave a detailed 
update on the National Flood 

Insurance Program at the chamber 
luncheon last Wednesday, March 27th 
at Margaritaville Key West Resort and 
Marina. Armed with years of facts and 
figures, Carruthers presented both the 
progress being made to provide affordable 
flood insurance and the eventuality of 
new flood maps in Key West..

“This is a national issue,” said 
Carruthers. “Worldwide flooding is the 
cause of most national disasters.”  Florida 
holds the brunt of the costs paying almost 
half the premiums but filing fewer claims. 
For 2018, including Irma, Florida only 
made up 8% of flood claims.

“It’s hard to get the total premiums 
paid by Monroe County since the inception 
of the program because FEMA doesn’t 
have those records,” said Carruthers. “But 
I can tell you, in the past ten years we have 
paid half the premiums compared to what 
was paid out to us over the last forty years.”

Flood mapping started in 1975, and 
many problems have lingered in providing 

adequate coverage and risk management. 
Carruthers sites problems with FEMA such 
as they admit not knowing how to rate risk, 
the flood maps they use are outdated and 
they don’t have data on individual properties.

“Also, FEMA has a high expense ratio, 
and they do not invest their premiums, 
every other insurance company makes 
more money on reinvestment, and they 
do not have reinsurance,” said Carruthers. 
“The risk pool needs to be larger. We are 
not covering all the people at risk for flood. 
For example, during Hurricane Harvey 
three times as many properties were outside 
the flood plain and flooded. Whose bailing 
them out?  We are,” 2% of at risk properties 
keep flooding but cost over 20% in claims.

How to rate homes is the biggest 
problem. The problem became apparent 
two years ago looking at an example of 
a home in Marathon worth $350,000. 
The current owner was paying $2,000 in 
flood, but if sold, the new owner would 
pay $49,000 yearly for a home that rarely 
flooded — none of its made economic sense 
to homeowners.

Message 
from 

President 
Michael 

Morawski

W hat a great 
first quarter 
of 2019! The 

town has been full and benchmarks are matching or 
exceeding all time levels. Hotels, guest houses, legal 
vacation rental operators, attractions, retail, food and 
beverage are all participating. 

While those of us involved with the chamber our 
executive vice president, her staff members, your board 
of directors and it volunteers, take satisfaction when our 
business community is experiencing this type of fiscal 
success. Our work at the chamber, primarily focuses on 
issues that impact or contribute towards the long term 
economic viability for the businesses and the working 
people of Key West that most small, medium and even 
large business operators don’t have the resources to 
address as a single entity.  

One of those issues is the upcoming replacement 
of the Cow Key Channel Bridge. From the first public 
notice posting, your chamber became engaged with 
all the stake holders. Two of our board members, Greg 
Sullivan, District Supervisor for Waste Management, 
and Lower Keys Medical Center, CEO David Clay, 

Commissioner heather Carruthers 
addresses Changes in Flood mapping 

and Insurance

continued on page 34

Monroe County Commissioner Heather Carruthers with President Mike Morawski after giving the 
chamber a detailed update on flood mapping in the Keys..

continued on page 3 4
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Ernest Hemingway
House Museum

907 Whitehead Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-1136

La Concha
Crowne Plaza

430 Duval Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-296-2991

Horan & Higgins, L.L.P.
608 Whitehead Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-4585

The Chamber Chowder Heartily Thanks These Businesses for Their Generous Support of this Issue of the Newsletter

Porter Allen
Insurance Company
513 Southard Street
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-2542

Old Town Key West 
Development

201 Front Street, Suite 301
Key West, FL 33040

305-294-3225

“ I’m glad I didn’t pursue Wall Street,” 
said Kim Stamps owner of local touring 
company Up The Keys. Since March 2016, 

Stamps has been building a unique sightseeing 
company catering to both the needs of the tourist, 
as well as locals. The company did not happen 
overnight but has relied on years of experience in 
all areas of tourism.

Stamps grew up in California but had 
deep roots in the Keys. Her mother was raised 
in Key West, graduated Key West High school 
and married a Navy man. They transferred to 
California, where Stamps was born but visited 
her grandparents in the Keys throughout her life. 
Even though she earned a degree in finance, Wall 
Street and big business did not quite feel right. 
Instead, Stamps became a certified international 
tour guide and started adventure tours around 
the United States. Leading small groups, Stamps 
creates vacations going across the country or 
around the SouthWest. Eventually, she ended up 

on a boat back in her family home of Key West 
and after six weeks, didn’t want to leave.

The idea for Up The Keys evolved while 
shuttling visitors around the island driving 
pedicabs and taxis for eight years.  A common 
request among tourists was how to see the Upper 
Keys only for a day. 

“People would ask me where to go and what 
to do. I realized was giving away touring info 
for free,” said Stamps. It was the perfect fit for 
Stamps, using her finance degree and her tour 
guide experience, Up the Keys took its first group 
in July 2016.

“I can show people my favorite spots and 
support local businesses and nonprofits,” said 
Stamps. The tours leave Key West on day trips 
to hot spots like Dolphin Research Center, A 
Key Deer Safari, or hit Key Largo’s most famous 
locations. Also, now Stamps offers tours from 
Marathon and Duck Key to Key West. She arranges 
private and customized tours including special 
things like kayaking, snorkeling, and even a visit 
to the Sheriff’s Farm – it’s catered to the tourist 
while promoting a variety of local attractions. 

Even Irma could not stop Stamps now 
using her businesses in the best of ways. She has 
developed “Voluntourism.” While helping to 
clean up the middle keys after Irma, Stamps began 
shuttling people for free to volunteer sites. Visitors 
wanted to go where they were needed the most, 
and Stamps knew she could make that happen. 
Now a permanent part of her business, Stamps 
offers special trips to give back to the community 
while enjoying their time in the Keys. The next 
trip is April 27th a day cleaning up Long Key Park 
in support of the Conch Republic Army.

Stamps see Up The Keys expanding with more 
drivers and trips, but also giving back to all the 
Keys with “Voluntouring.” For more information 
go to www.upthekeys.com.

Each month, the Key West Chamber of Commerce 
spotlights a business or professional person whose 
business card is drawn at the Business After 
Hours. This month’s winner is Kim Stamps with 
Up the Keys.

Spotlight Shines on ... Kim Stamps with Up the Keys

Key West Chamber members 
can make a difference 

to local students!

How? By contributing $100 
to the Honor Roll 100/

Charley P. & Orsolina Toppino 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.

This fund provides a $27,500 
scholarship to a Key West High 
School student over four years 

and is awarded annually.

Not only will your company 
earn the sincere appreciation 

of the student who receive this 
scholarship, but your company 

will have earned one of the 
available five stars in the 

Tom Sawyer Five Star Program. 

To donate to the scholarship 
program contact the chamber at 
committees@keywestchamber.

org or 305-294-2587.
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along with our Executive Vice President, 
Virginia Panico; provided critical data 
and imput to local DOT officials that was 
instrumental in changing a narrative from 
an ordinary FDOT road project; to a 
potentially catastrophic economic disaster 
for a local community. Their work, hand 
and hand with our Mayor, City Manager, 
Assistant City Manager, and City Attorney, 
garnered the attention from the FDOT 
secretary facilitating a face to face meeting 
in Tallahassee. During that discussion 
the contractual timetable for completion 
was reduced from 280 days to 180 days. 
Incentive funding for early completion was 
increased from $250,000 to $500,000; with 
an additional $250,000 for completion 
below the 180 day timetable. Typical time 
extensions for rain days could be eliminated. 
Holidays were eliminated. Ingress and 
egress will be two lanes open, during the 
morning commute into Key West, with one 
lane open for outgoing traffic. During the 
late afternoon the roadway will be adjusted 
having two lanes exiting Key West with one 
lane open for inbound traffic. In addition, 
left hand lane turns onto College Road 
exiting Key West will now take place at the 
golf course entrance as well as those needing 

to access College Road from the Upper Keys 
and a traffic signal will be installed. Traffic 
exiting College Road near the bridge will 
only be able to make a right hand turn into 
Key West. Incredible job by all. 

While this type of issue involvement, 
along with advocating for workforce 
housing, coordinating infrastructure 
improvements from planning through 
construction, holding our governmental 
entities to sound fiscal standards, providing 
financial support to other organizations 
who have specialized resources  to address 
single issue challenges directly impacting 
our business community, don’t reflect in 
visible turnstile turns or cash register dings. 
This work is fundamentally critical in 
maintaining the structural framework for 
our business community to flourish. 

Yes, we have incredible marketing 
programs that works in concert with 
individual marketing plans and networking 
opportunities that will make your cash register 
ding and your turnstiles spin.

However, your investment into your 
chamber membership, provides you with a 
much greater return then body’s and butts 
through doors and in seats.

 President’s Message cont. from page 1 4

Now looking at assessing properties, everything 
will depend on if the home is above or below the 
flood base. A primary residence and commercial can 
start as low as $500 a year with only a 5% increase 
yearly. However, if the property or structure is below 
base level, it could mean a 25% increase upwards. 

“What does this mean?,” asked Carruthers 
“For every $500 increase in flood insurance bill 
that property saw a $10,000 decrease in property 
value. Literally and figuratively, homeowners will be 
underwater in ten years with the value of their home.”

“FEMA is working to draw new flood maps, and 
we believe the new maps will represent an increase in 
our flood risk,” said Carruthers, who assures they are 
ready to appeal. In old town, the assumption is that 
the x zone will significantly diminish. 

Carruthers advises, “Get a policy. These things 
are changing and get in while the cost is minimal 
for a risk policy. Get one now, so your starting point 
will be as low as possible.” Key West will be split up 
into four new zones, including at risk properties for 
waves up to three feet above base level flood. Not 
without saying the rezoning could help some, which 
could qualify property owners for refunds.

Changes will not take effect until 2020, as 
the mapping will go through several stages over 
the next year until the draft maps are finalized. 
Carruthers is hopeful that homes will have a more 
accurate rating as well.

“They will start Risk Rating 2.0 trying to get 
more information on individual houses. Risk will 
not be rated solely on elevation. They will look 
at how resilient structures are, how many floors, 
what coverage deductibles they have to provide 
specific detail. A home will have a flood score to 
determine the premium. The hope is to entice 
more people to pick up insurance.”

Reauthorization expires May 31st for 
NFIP. The House is working on a five year 
reauthorization, forgiving the debt to the Treasury 
and increase coverage limits from $250,000 to 
$500,000 for residential and $500,000 to one 
million for commercial. What’s missing is a better 
way to expand the pool encouraging people to 
use the expanded risk policy.  Also, stopping 
private insurance from cherrypicking the best 
rates.  “People need the flexibility between private 
and public coverage,” said Carruthers.

Bottom line. “If you elevate your home 3 
feet above base flood level, you will save 54% on 
flood insurance annually,” said Carruthers. “It is 
expensive, but we are going to have to find more 
ways to get more money to continue to live here.” 
She advises to stay informed on insurance and get a 
policy now before more changes take effect.

 “Changes Flood Mapping” cont. from page 1 4
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APRIL 18, 2019
CONFLICT RESOLUTION

By Elisa Levy
8:30am to 11:30am

At The Doubletree Grand Key Resort

Learn the essentials of dealing with difficult customers, 
colleagues, bosses and people in your personal life. This 

course offers a comprehensive set of skills that can help you 
transform relationships for the better. 

It will give you the tools to: 

• Understand why people are difficult and how to 
communicate with them

• Ask someone to change a behavior with being offensive
• Negotiate an ongoing disagreement and repair a bad 

relationship
• Deal with anger – other peoples and your own

• Motivate people to do their best

To register please contact committees@keywestchamber.org
or call 305-294-2587.

                                      

Elisa Levy is an internationally 
known speaker and author whose 
specialty is in conflict resolution, 

team building, leadership and 
customer service. For the last 20+ 
years, she has been working with 
organizations and individuals to 

improve their businesses and 
working relationships. Her clients 
run the gamut, from the United 

Nations, to Fortune 500 
companies, hotel chains, 

restaurants and non-profit 
organizations. Elisa travels the 

world teaching; and has authored 
two books, and countless articles 

on conflict resolution.   

THE GREATER KEY 
WEST CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE
510 Greene St.

Key West, Florida
33040

305-294-2587 

www.keywestchamber.org

Cost is $76.00 for members and 
$99.00 for non-members.

(Price includes continental breakfast)
Registration Deadline Friday, April 12, 2019
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Key West Bed Tax Collections
January 2014 - January 2019
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Airport closed 9/8-19/2017 for Hurricane Irma

Port Closed 9/6-22/2017 for Hurricane Irma

Hurricane Irma 9/10/2017

Passenger arrivals to the Key West International
Airport in February, 2019 totaled 44,130. This is an 
increase of 14.0% when compared to the February 
of 2018 number of 38,695.   

The 87,952 deplanements for the year 2019 thus far 
is 18.1% more than the 74,485 passengers that 
arrived to Key West in the first two months of 2018.  

A record 8,443 commercial planes landed at Key 
West Airport in 2018.  In February of 2019, 737 
airplanes landed at Key West International Airport 
for a total of 1,503 so far this year to date.  The 737 
landings was 1.7% less than the 750 landings in 
February of 2018.

Currently, American Airlines is providing seasonal 
direct non-stop service to Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas 
and Philadelphia.  Delta is offering seasonal service 
to LaGuardia, and United Airlines is offering 
seasonal non-stop service to Newark and Chicago 
O'Hare. 

A total of 91,897 cruise ship passengers 
disembarked in Key West from 40 ships during
February, 2019. This is 0.8% less than    
February, 2018 which saw 92,680 passengers 
visit Key West. The 187,473 passengers in the
first two months of 2019 is 2.9% more than 2018 
year to date. The 82 total port of calls is 6.8% less
than  the 2017 year to date number of 86 ships.

For the year 2018, Key West greeted 861,192
passengers from 379 port calls.  Port calls were   
up 11.1% for the year and passenger counts were
up 13% over the same period in 2017. 
The 861,192 was the most passenger visits    
since 2006, and the 379 port calls were the most
since 2007.

The cruise ship schedule for April thru June 
compared to the same three months in 2018 is 
shown below.

Number of Ships
2018 2019

April  38   47
May   27       27

June     23  26

The reported Bed Tax Collections for Key West for 
January, 2019 were $2,193,229, 20.5% higher than 
the same period in 2018.

The January 2019 "occupancy rate" for Key West 
was 88.9% according to the Smith Travel Report. 
That is a 4.3% increase over the 85.3% reported in 
January, 2018.

The Average Daily Rate (ADR) was reported at 
$304.19 for January of 2019. That is a 5.7% 
increase from the ADR of $287.68 posted in 
January, 2018.

For the year 2018, Key West had an increase in both 
occupancy rates and revenue per available room 
(RevPAR), but a slight decline (0.4%) in ADR.

Since Hurricane Irma passed on September 10, 
2017 and caused damage to some hotels, the 
number of rooms available had declined. Key 
West saw 145 more rooms open up in recent 
months, but witnessed another hotel close 48 rooms 
for long-term renovations.
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W
ho w

e are                  W
hat w

e did             W
hat w

e'redoing

Encompassing the Everglades and 
the Florida Keys archipelago,

the County is (owns):

 312 miles of roads
 26 Bridges (US1 has 42)
 2 Airports
 23 National & State Parks
 5 Beaches
 8 Boat Ramps
 1 Community Pool
 5 Libraries
 9 Fire Stations
 3 Government Centers
 3 Courthouses
 A Medical Examiners Facility
 State Attorney & Public Defenders Offices
 2 Senior Centers, and an Assisted Living Facility
 4 Museums

Key West        
2019 Overview

After years of anticipation Key West city officials adopted a plan to 
evaluate a pedestrian only strip of Duval Street.  Starting in February 
and running for approximately eleven weeks the 500-700 blocks of 
Duval Street would be closed to vehicle traffic on weekend evenings.
If the plan is successful, the time and scope of the closures could be 
expanded.

In the early part of 2019 the City of Key West also worked to find 
opportunities for the building of workforce housing.  While many sites 
have been identified and are being explored, the project moving along
the quickest is the plan to build 104 units on College Road near the 
Monroe County Sheriff's Office. 

On April 16th city residents will vote on a referendum to authorize 
the city to purchase The Citizen newspaper building on Northside Dr.
for $4.5 million.  The building would become home to many of the 
city's vehicles currently housed at the Palm Ave. facility which is 
is currently in a desperate need for repair. City officials estimate the 
purchase will save the city upwards of $20 million.  The Key West 
Chamber of Commerce is in favor of this referendum.

In 2018 the Fire Department responded to 6,378 calls 
for service (fire/EMS),  made 3,734 transports, and
maintained an ISO rating of 1 (giving insureds the 
lowest possible fire rates).

The County provides $3.6 million to 34 local 
non-profits that provide citizens services such 
as medical care, social assistance, and quality 
of life improvements.

Recent & Ongoing 2019 City Projects:
• Rest Beach Seawall and upland restoration
• Fleming Street ADA and pavement improvements 
• Truman Harbor Seawall replacement 
• New Smathers Beach restrooms
• Repairs to  the Mallory Square T-pier
• Renourishment of Smathers and South Beaches
• Lighting and structural improvements to Ed Knight Pier
• Redevelopment of  the former Keys Energy Diesel Plant
• Design of pavement and ADA improvements to Angela and Simonton 

Streets.

City website 

www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov

73%
water

3,738 Square Miles

What's Going On 
in Key West?

Key West collects and treats
o 4.5 million gallons of wastewater per day
o with a recycling rate of 21%
o 135 tons of solid waste per day

The year 2018 was a busy one for Key West. By every measurement
the number of visitors challenged record highs all while the city and
the business community recovered from the affects of Hurricane
Irma which hit the Florida Keys in September of 2017.

This past year saw the completion of the Truman Waterfront Park
along with the Key West Amphitheater. The splash pad and
playground along with several events at the Key West Amphitheater
have attracted visitors and locals alike. The Key West free bus also
known as the Duval loop also began service in 2018, and has been
servicing 6,000 riders a week.

The year 2018 also saw the election of Mayor Teri Johnston who
replaced Mayor Cates, and the election of two new city
commissioners. New to the city commission are District 4
Commissioner Gregory Davila and District 5 Commissioner Mary Lou
Hoover. In December of 2018 Police Chief Sean T. Brandenburg was
sworn in as a successor to Donie Lee who retired after 24 years with
the department.

From Beaches to Hockey Rinks
to Sunsets, on only 7.4 square
miles, the City is (owns):

 80 miles of streets
 3 Marinas/ports
 16 Parks/recreational facilities
 1 Cemetery
 3 Fire Stations
 400 vehicles & equipment
 1 Community Pool
 1 Amphitheater 

Let's
tour

16.5 million gallons of water is consumed in the Florida Keys per day.

* Florida Trend, "Creating healthier communities" 4/20/2015
Source: www.knightfoundation.org/sotc/; Monroe County 2017/18 State of the County; Mayor Cates' State of City, February 2018; www.cityofkeywest-fl.gov; www.monroecounty-fl.gov
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did you know…

A dvertising opportunities through the Key West Chamber 
are plentiful and affordable.

Sponsor a General Membership Meeting.
 By sponsoring the meeting your company will be 

given an opportunity to speak to the membership for 
three minutes, your company name will appear at the 
top of the meeting agenda and you will be given the 
opportunity to place your business literature on the 
meeting tables.  The chamber will also supply a six foot 
draped table inside the room where you may display 
your products and also have a representative on hand to 
discuss your business with fellow chamber members.

The Chamber Chatter is our weekly e-newsletter sent out 
electronically and ads are 50 words or less without pictures or 
graphics.

•	 One-time ad: $15.00
•	 Two consecutive ads: $25.00
•	 Four consecutive ads: $40.00

Blast Emails can be sent to our membership for $65.00 and 
can include graphics, logos and pictures. All blast emails also 
include sharing your information on our social media outlets.
The Chamber Chowder is our online monthly newsletter and 
is viewed by visitors and locals alike. It requires advertising 
commitments quarterly at the following rates:

Full Page: Size 8” x 9.5” $330 per issue or    
$990.00 quarterly.

Half Page: 8” x 4.5” $165.00 per issue or    
$495.00 quarterly.

Ad Size: 5.25” x 3” $198.00 quarterly
Ad Size: 2.625” x 4.5” $148.50 quarterly 
Ad Size: 2.625” x 3” $115.50 quarterly
Ad Size: 2.625” x 2” $66 quarterly

Everyone gets more… with the Chamber’s “Shell Out Less” 
coupon program
The Key West Chamber of Commerce is excited to once again 

offer its members – and their customers – a FREE online 
coupon program to benefit everyone.

Local businesses get more exposure when their customers 
“Shell Out Less” for a variety of products and services.

“Shell Out Less” enables all chamber members to add a FREE 
online coupon or promotion to their existing, FREE 
online business link on the Chamber’s website at www.
keywestchamber.org.

The “Shell Out Less” webpage includes a categorized listing of 
all participating businesses along with an online coupon 
promoting a special offer or discount.
•	 ½ price Happy Hour?
•	 15 % off all books by local authors?
•	 Free framing with the purchase of artwork?
•	 YOU choose the offer, and let your customers click, 

print and save.
As always, members can track the effectiveness of the 

chamber’s online marketing opportunities – at no cost to them.
For more information on any of these advertising 

opportunities, call the Key West Chamber of Commerce at 
305-294-2587 or visit the “Shell Out Less” page at www.
keywestchamber.org for sample coupons and promotional offers.

marketing Your business Do you use Social Media to market your business? 
The Key West Chamber of Commerce would like to help you promote your 
business and we need your help.  As a member of the Key West Chamber of 
Commerce  you  receive  a  complimentary  listing  and  link  on  our  website 
www.keywestchamber.org.     With your  listing you can also have  links  for 
your various social media outlets so visitors and potential customers can go 
directly to your page.  

Please email membership@keywestchamber.org with the full URLS for your 
public pages so we can add to your listing.   Currently we can list links for 
Facebook,  Twitter,  LinkedIn,  Pinterest,  Instagram,  YouTube,  Flickr,  Yelp, 
Open Table, Google+, Tripsmarter, Houzz, Four Square and Angie’s List.    

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

For more information please contact the chamber offices at 305‐294‐2587 
or email this from to membership@keywestchamber.org. 



 Business After Hours | tuesdAy, MArcH  12, 2019

 Sponsored by: Southernmost Escape, 2782 North Roosevelt Blvd.
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Take this job and...LoVe it!

T he Key West Chamber of Commerce 
offers members a FREE member 
benefit with our online JOBBANK 

located at www.keywestchamber.org under 
the community tab. Whether you’re a 
local seeking a new job, a long time island 
enthusiast seeking an opportunity to move 
and work in paradise, or you’re a Member 
Business looking for your next talented team 
member, this is the place for you!

Go to http://bit.ly/KeyWestJobBoard 
to post your new positions and apply for 
openings in the area!

This service is FREE to all member 
businesses! If you’re already a member, log 
in to your Member Portal to post your open 
positions. For assistance in login contact the 
chamber offices at 305-294-2587.

Endless Summer Pools Key West 
PO Box 5292

Key West, FL 33040
305-699-8950

Contact: Hugh Eaton 
www.endlesssummerpoolskw.com 

Pool Cleaning Service 

Key West Cannabis Clinic
Dr. Gregory Sonn 

1111 12th Street, Unit 312
Key West, FL 33040 

305-330-4701
Contact: Tracy Timura

www.keysmedcards.com 
Family Practice 

Key West Criminal Defense
1101 Simonton Street
Key West, FL 33040 

305-417-9378
Contact: Alan Fowler 

www.keywestcriminaldefense.com 
Attorney 

Nailtini Nail Bar & Day Spa
817 Duval Street

Key West, FL 33040
305-294-4443

Contact: Cissy Bourzikos
www.nailtinikeywest.com 

Day Spa 

Pruett Dermatology 
1010 Kennedy Drive, Suite 304

Key West, FL 33040
305-296-3334

Contact: Sheri Cullers 
www.pruettdermatology.com 

Medical Practice 

Reel Dreams Charters
23022 Snapper Lane 

Summerland Key, FL 33042
904-294-5488

Contact: Capt. Travis Benson 
www.reeldreamscharters.com 
Fishing and Island Charters

Sponsored by:  Joe Caso, 
Caso & Company

T-Mobile
2924 No. Roosevelt Blvd. #14

Key West, FL 33040 
786-395-6278

Contact: Thomas Triana 
Retail: Communications 

TripShock!
4010 Commons Drive W., Suite 110

Destin, FL 32541
850-424-5125 or 800-450-7139

Contact:  Rachel Dickey 
www.tripshock.com 

Seller of Travel

Welcome New Members!

The Key West Chamber welcomes new members with, left to right, Mike Williams 
(membership committee), Hugh Eaton of Endless Summer Pools, Britt Myers 
(membership committee chair), Tracy Timura of Key West Cannabis Clinic, 
President Mike Morawski, Marissa Estopinan  of Nailtini Nail Bar and Day Spa, 
Capt. Travis Benson of Reel Dream Charters, Sheri Cullers of Pruitt Dermatology, 
and Thomas Triana of T-Mobile.



Page 11 April 2019Chamber Chowder
Vol. 22, No. 4

Cruise Ship Schedule
aPril 2019

4/1 Celebrity Edge 7:00-5:00
4/1	 Rotterdam	 11:00-6:00
4/2	 Carnival	Victory	 7:30-2:30
4/2	 Brilliance	 11:00-5:30
4/2	 Norwegian	Sky	 3:30-10:00
4/3	 Empress	 8:00-6:00
4/4	 NO	SHIP	
4/5	 Carnival	Sensation	 7:30-1:30
4/6	 Disney	Magic	 6:45-3:45
4/7	 Equinox	 7:00-5:00
4/7	 Oosterdam	 8:00-5:00
4/8	 Carnival	Freedom	 11:00-7:00
4/8	 Rotterdam	 11:00-6:00
4/9	 Carnival	Victory	 7:30-1:30
4/9	 Carnival	Paradise	 12:00-7:00
4/10	Majesty	 7:00-6:00
4/11	Disney	Magic	 6:45-3:45
4/12	NO	SHIP	
4/13	Norwegian	Sun	 1:00-8:00
4/14	Rhapsody	 11:00-6:00
4/14	C.	Paradise	 12:00-6:00
4/15 Celebrity Edge 7:00-5:00
4/15	Carnival	Freedom	 11:00-7:00
4/16	Carnival	Victory	 7:30-1:30
4/16	Fram	 9:00-6:00
4/16	Brilliance	 11:00-5:30
4/17	NO	SHIP	
4/18	Regatta	 7:30-5:00
4/19	Infinity	 7:00-5:00
4/20	Disney	Magic	 6:45-3:45
4/21	Equinox	 7:00-5:00
4/22	Empress	 7:00-6:00
4/23	Carnival	Victory	 7:30-1:30
4/23	Norwegian	 1:00-8:00
4/24	Majesty	 7:00-6:00
4/25	Disney	Magic	 6:45-3:45
4/25	Amadea	 2:00-7:00
4/26	NO	SHIP
4/27	NO	SHIP
4/28	C.	Paradise	 11:00-7:00
4/28	Rhapsody	 11:00-6:00
4/29	Silver	Wind	 8:00-5:00
4/30	Empress	 7:00-6:00
4/30	Carnival	Victory	 7:30-1:30
4/30	Norwegian	Sun	 1:00-8:00

4/3 The Courage to Fail: An Evening of Storytelling w/Diana Nyad Studios of KW 7:00
4/6 37th Annual 7 Mile Bridge Run, 6:45am-9:00am 7milebridgerun@gmail.com 

305-395-7040
4/10 Night Ranger at Key West Theater 6:30 & 9:30
4/12 KW Theater’s Grand Gala: A Vaudville Inspired Event 6-10:00
4/13 MOTE OCEAN FEST TRUMAN WATERFRONT10-5:00
4/14 Richard Marx KW Theater 7:00
4/15 Taste of Key West, Mallory Square 6:00-9:00
4/15 Annual Cow Key Channel Bridge Run 12noon; www.cowkeybridgerun.com
4/16 Edwin McCain KW Theater
4/19 Psychedelic Furs KW Theater 8:00
4/19-28 Annual Conch Republic Independence Celebration
4/20 Earth Day 5K Indigenous Park; http://southernmostrunners.com/
4/22 Earth Day With That Hippie Band KW Theater
4/27 Mariners March 5K St. Mary’s 
4/28 34th Annual Wrecker’s Cup Race 4 www.schoonerwarf.com 
4/28	 14th	Annual	Key	West	Chamber	of	Commerce	Golf	Tournament;Tee	off	7:30am	

305-294-2587

Community Calendar
april 2019
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EXECUTiVE COMMiTTEE
Michael Morawski, President

Hemingway Home/305-294-1136
Billy Spottswood, First Vice President

Spottswood, Spottswood, Spottswood, 
& Sterling/305-294-9556

John Toppino, Second Vice President
Monroe Concrete/305-296-5606

Joe Caso, Treasurer
Caso & Company/305-453-6378

Greg Sullivan, Secretary
Waste Management/305-434-9140 

Suzanne Moore, Past President
Truman and Co. Real Estate/305-292-2244

Cara Higgins, Appointee
Horan & Higgins, LLP/305-294-4585

Melissa Kendrick, Appointee
Mel Fisher Maritime Museum/305-294-2633 

Mark Rossi, Appointee
Rick’s/Durty Harry’s Entertainment Complex

305-296-5513
Virginia A. Panico, CCE,
Executive Vice President

Key West Chamber of Commerce
305-294-2587

CHaMBEr STaFF
Virginia A. Panico, CCE
Executive Vice President
Edward Dawicki, III
Director of Research

Suzanne Pearce
Executive Assistant/Bookkeeper

Kerry Baker
Membership Director/Special Events Coordinator

 Dorothy Schmida
Administrative Assistant
Lisa Carmack-Gross

Office Assistant/Tourist Information Operator
Gladys Clarks

Tourist Information Receptionist 
Virginia A. Panico
Newsletter Editor
Cindy Jefferson

Art Director
Hays Blinckman 
Newsletter Writer

Karrie Bond
Social Media Director 

april 2019
Business After Hours 

Date: Tuesday, April 23rd 
Time: 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by: Key West Golf Club and 
Waste Management, Inc.

Location: Key West Golf Club
6450 College Road

Members Networking Event!

General Membership Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 24th 

 Time: Noon
Location: Doubletree Grand Key Resort

3990 South Roosevelt Blvd.
Speaker: Kimberly Matthews, 

Sr. Director of Strategic Planning 
Topic: 2020 Monroe County 

BOCC Strategic Plan

May 2019
Business After Hours 

Date: Tuesday, May 21st 
Time: 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by: The Rooster Tail 
Location: 217 Duval Street 

Members Networking Event!

General Membership Meeting
Date: Wednesday, May 22nd 

 Time: Noon
Location: Margaritaville Key West 

Resort & Marina
245 Front Street

Speaker: The Honorable Holly Raschein, 
State Representative District 120 
Topic: Legislative Session Update

Key west Chamber Calendar of events

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 
Location: Key West Marriott Beachside

3841 North Roosevelt Blvd. 
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. - Open to the Public

Business After Hours sponsored by the Key West Marriott Beachside 
5:30p.m. – 7:30p.m. - Chamber Members Only

For sponsorship opportunities and to reserve your 
booth space, please contact Kerry Baker at 

305-294-2587
or email membership@keywestchamber.org

31st Annual Key West Chamber of Commerce
“Showcase of Key West Businesses”

Community and Business Expo

Click to connect with the Chamber on 
Facebook, Twitter,  

Pinterest, or instagram


